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1. RBI unexpectedly cut the policy Repo rate by 25 basis points. With this, the RBI has cut repo rate by 50 basis points to 7.50 per cent in calendar 2015.
2. Bank Rate – 8.5 % (Decreased 0.25%)
3. Cash Reserve Ratio – 4 % (Unchanged)
4. Statutory Liquidity Ratio – 21.5 % (Unchanged)
5. Repo Rate – 7.5 % (Decreased 0.25%)
6. Reverse Repo Rate – 6.5 % (Decreased 0.25)
7. Marginal Standing Rate – 8.5 % (Decreased 0.25%)
8. Diplomat Vikas Swarup was appointed as an official spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs.
9. Kerala Finance Minister KM Mani was appointed as the Chairman of the Empowered Committee of State Finance Ministers on Goods and Services Tax. The post was vacant since the former Jammu and Kashmir Finance Minister Abdul Rahim quit the position.
10. Indian Space Research Organisation won Gandhi Peace Prize 2014.
11. Nobel Laureate John F Nash Jr. won the Abel Prize 2015 for his work on partial differential equations.
12. CNN-IBN announced the Indian of the Year Award 2014 to Narendra Modi March 2015.
13. Artist Bharti Kher of India was conferred with the Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters. This is the highest cultural award of France.
14. Indian author Amitav Ghosh was shortlisted for the 2015 Man Booker International Prize. 
15. Indian ecologist Madhav Gadgil and US Scientist Dr. Jane Lubchenco were named for the Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement 2015.
16. Three-year-old archer Dolly Shivani Cherukuri of Andhra Pradesh entered the India Book of Records. 
17. Lee Kuan Yew, the statesman and founding father of Singapore died. Yew, who in 1959 became the first Prime Minister of Singapore, was widely recognised as the founding father of modern Singapore. 
18. Nobel laureate Sir Venkatraman Ramakrishnan was named as the President of Britain's prestigious Royal Society.
19. Ratan Tata was appointed as a chairman Kaya Kalp council formed to suggest innovative ways to transform the Indian Railways.
20. Air Marshal Sohail Aman was appointed as the Chief of Pakistan Air Force.
21. The Union Government appointed nine Executive Directors in Public Sector Banks. Charan Singh – Executive Director of UCO Bank, K Venkata Rama Moorthy – Executive Director of Bank of Baroda, RP Marathe – Executive Director of Bank of India, Harideesh Kumar B – Executive Director, Canara Bank, NK Sahoo – Executive Director of Allahabad Bank, Pawan Kumar Bajaj - Executive Director of Indian Overseas Bank, Ravi Shankar Pandey - Executive Director of Syndicate Bank, Kishore Piraji Kharat - Executive Director of Union Bank of India and RC Lodha - Executive Director of Central Bank of India.
22. United States President Barack Obama nominated veteran diplomat David Hale as next Ambassador to Pakistan. His appointment was confirmed by the US Senate and he will succeed Cameron Munter.
23. IAS officer Kewal K Sharma was appointed as Chief Secretary of Delhi.
24. Kshatrapati Shivaji was appointed as the Chairman and Managing Director of Small Industries Development Bank of India.
25. The Waterman of India Rajendra Singh was named as the 2015 Stockholm Water Prize Laureate.
26. Legendary Singer Lata Mangeshkar was presented with the Laadli Voice of the Century award.
27. Ganasen Reddy was awarded with KwaZulu-Natal 2015 National Teachers Awards at the annual National Teaching Awards held in Johannesburg. 
28. Former Union Minister and senior Congress leader M. Veerappa Moily was selected for the prestigious Saraswati Samman for 2014 for his Kannada poem Ramayana Mahanveshanam.
29. Three South Asian women, namely Niloofar Rahmani, Nadia Sharmeen and Tabassum Adnan were selected for the prestigious International Women of Courage Award for the year 2015 given by the US Secretary of State.
30. Bollywood actress Rani Mukerji was awarded with the National Award for the Best Representation of the Cause of Safety, Security and Protection of Women and Girl Child by National Institute of Gender Justice
31. Hifikepunye Pohamba, outgoing Namibian President won the Mo Ibrahim prize for achievement in African leadership for year 2014.
32. Ratan Tata was honoured with an honorary Doctorate of Automotive Engineering by the Clemson University at the South Carolina Automotive Summit.
33. Megastar Amitabh Bachchan was roped in as the brand ambassador for Union Government’s campaign against Hepatitis B. 
34. Union Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region announced to appoint boxer MC Mary Kom as the brand ambassador of the North-East region.
35. Google's Chief Financial Officer Patrick Pichette announced his retirement from the office citing personal reasons. 
36. Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi visited Mauritius between 11 March and 12 March 2015 as part of his three nation tour to Seychelles, Mauritius and Sri Lanka.
37. Foreign Secretary S Jaishankar completed his SAARC Yatra. During the Yatra, he visited four countries namely Afghanistan on 4 March 2015, Pakistan on 3 March 2015, Bangladesh on 2 March 2014 and Bhutan on 1 March 2015.
38. Veteran Gandhian Narayanbhai Desai died at a private hospital in Surat.
39. Industrialist Deepak Khaitan died after a prolonged spell of illness.
40. Former Chief Minister of Haryana Hukam Singh died at a private hospital in Gurgaon.
41. The nuclear scientist Anil Kakodkar resigned from the post of Chairman of Board of Governors of Indian Institute of Technology Bombay.
42. Dr Rajendra Kumar Pachaur stepped down as Chairperson of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
43. Panjshir Valley of northern Afghanistan was hit by avalanches.
44. The 1st Counter-Terrorism Conference 2015 was held in Jaipur.
45. India will host the seventh Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in 2016.
46. The Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR) was held in Sendai City, Miyagi Prefecture, Japan.
47. NASA's Dawn spacecraft completed its Orbit around Dwarf Planet Ceres. By doing so, it became the first spacecraft to orbit around a dwarf planet. 
48. India successfully test-fired nuclear weapons capable, surface-to-surface Prithvi-II missile with the range of 350 Km from Chandipur-on-sea in Balasore district, Odisha as part of a user trial by the army.
49. The first Indo-Nepal Friendship Motor Rally concluded at India Gate in New Delhi. The rally aimed at strengthening bilateral relations between India and Nepal and spreading the message of road safety.
50. World’s largest and tallest Indian national flag was unfurled on 3 March 2015 at Town Park in Faridabad, Haryana. The flag has dimension of 96 feet by 64 feet and weighs 48 kilograms.
51. China-backed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) was in news as it was reported that France, Germany and Italy have agreed to join the AIIB after the United Kingdom (UK) decided to join the bank. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank is a 50 billion dollar international investment bank and was floated in 2014 by President Xi Jingping. India along with 20 other countries signed an agreement to become the founding member of Bank.
52. Eighth India-Nepal combined exercise named Surya Kiran VIII concluded at Salijhandi, Nepal.
53. Inflation targeting was in news recently as Union Government and Reserve Bank of India signed an agreement on Monetary Policy Framework. As per the agreement, RBI will have to maintain Consumer Price Index (CPI)-based inflation targets below six per cent by January 2016 and four per cent from 2016-17, with a band of plus/minus two per cent.
54. Two coaches of Dehradun-Varanasi Janta Express derailed Dehradun-Varanasi Janta Express derailed at Bachhrawan railway station near Raebareli district of Uttar Pradesh.
55. British Broadcasting Corporation released a documentary film India's Daughter.  The documentary film has been directed by Leslee Udwin. The film is based on the Delhi gang rape and murder of the 23-year-old female named Nirbhaya that took place on 16 December 2012.
56. The abbreviation SCRIP (SASEC Road Connectivity Investment Program) was in news as a loan agreement of 300 million US dollars under the programme was signed between the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Union Ministry of Finance.
57. Flight 4U 9525 of Germanwings Airbus A320, the budget carrier airline of Germany’s Lufthansa, crashed in the French Alps between Digne and Barcelonnette with 150 people.
58. A Book Indian Parliamentary Diplomacy - Speaker’s Perspective written by Meira Kumar was released.  Meira Kumar is a former Speaker of Lok Sabha.
59. The Ministry of Railways appointed Ajay Shankar committee to review the performance of the Public Private Partnership cell functioning under the Railway Board.
60. Indian Navy concluded its Theatre Level Readiness and Operational Exercise (TROPEX)-2015. TROPEX-2015 was a month long exercise aimed at validating the Indian Navy’s Concept of Operations and the area of operations spanned across the Arabian Sea and Northern Indian Ocean. 
61. AirAsia India unveiled its fourth aircraft with a livery dedicated to JRD Tata as a mark of respect to the pioneer of civil aviation in the Indian sub-continent.
62. SEBI has busted more than 150 cases of frauds against gullible investors involving close to Rs 13,000 crore in the current fiscal.
63. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley introduced ‘The Undisclosed Foreign Income and Assets (Imposition of Tax) Bill, 2015,’ in Lok Sabha proposing that it would come into effect from April 1, 2016. Here are 5 top penalties: 1. Penalty for non-disclosure of income or an asset located outside India will be equal to three times the normal tax rate of 30 per cent 2. Failure to furnish return in respect of foreign income or assets shall attract a penalty of Rs 10 lakh 3. Punishment for wilful attempt to evade tax will be rigorous imprisonment from three years to 10 years in addition to fine 4. Failure to furnish a return in respect of foreign assets and bank accounts or income will be punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term of six months to seven years 5. Abetment or inducement to make a false return or a false account or statement or declaration will be punishable with rigorous imprisonment from 6 months to 7 years.
64. The government has approved closure of seven terminally ill public sector units, including HMT Watches.
65. Uttar Pradesh offered to share additional water from Ganga river with Delhi even as the Centre is constituting a new monitoring authority, comprising of six states through which Yamuna flows, to resolve various issues between them.
66. The level of air pollution in Delhi exceeds the limits prescribed by the World Health Organisation, government said in Rajya Sabha.
67. Cheaper fuel and lower food inflation are expected to add an additional Rs 1.4 lakh crore to the purses of Indian households in 2015-16 for spending, according to a research report issued by credit rating agency CRISIL.
68. Foreign direct investment (FDI) in India more than doubled to USD 4.48 billion in January, the highest inflow in last 29 months. Telecom received the maximum FDI of USD 2.83 billion in the 10-month period, followed by services (USD 2.64 billion).
69. IMF chief Christine Lagarde warned of a repeat of high market volatility and capital outflows when US Fed hikes rates next time and asked India and other emerging markets to be prepared for such an eventuality. 
70. Wholesale price inflation turned negative for the fourth straight month, dropping to -2.06% in February, its lowest at least since April 2005.
71. India has yet again emerged as the world’s largest importer of weapons and military equipment, accounting for 15 per cent of global imports, with Russia being its majority supplier, a Stockholm-based think tank said.
72. Tamil Nadu has been ranked as the best performing state on eight out of nine development parameters like economy, power, roads and health while Kerala secured the second slot, according to an Assocham study.
73. Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Sri Lanka and met with Sri Lankan president Mahinda Rajapaksa. The Prime Minister handed over 27,000 new homes to Tamils who became homeless during the civil war. He had also urged the Sri Lankan government to ensure early and full implementation of the 13th Amendment relating to devolution of powers to Tamils and to go beyond that in finding a political solution. Earlier, Modi flagged off a train service in the north-western town of Talaimannar. Modi also offered prayers at the Naguleswaram Temple in Jaffna.
74. India is set to become the first country in the world to have biometric data and no duplicacy in the voters' list after linking of Aadhaar card with voter identity card, Chief Election Commissioner H S Brahma said. 
75. Parliament passed the Insurance Bill that raises the cap from 26% to 49%.
76. As part of efforts to improve its ranking on ‘Ease of Doing Business’, India reduced the number of mandatory documents required for import and export of goods to three in each case.
77. The retail inflation consumer price index rose to 5.37 per cent in February on higher prices of food items, including vegetables and beverages.
78. India and Mauritius have agreed to push forward their negotiations for a long pending revision of Double Taxation Avoidance Treaty (DTAT). Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Mauritian counterpart Sir Anerood Jugnauth expressed this resolve during their talks even as India offered USD 500 million concessional line of credit.
79. IMF predicted India pipping China to be the fastest-growing major economy in 2016-17, improved its outlook of the country’s economy. The IMF said the growth would strengthen to 7.2% in FY15 and further to 7.5% in FY16.
80. The Indian Railways signed a memorandum of understanding with the public insurer Life Insurance Corporation to bring in R1,50,000 crore of investments over the next five years to meet its R8.5-crore capital requirement by 2019.
81. Ahmedabad’s Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport saw the first India landing of Solar Impulse, a Swiss long-range solar-powered aircraft. Borschberg and Bertrand Piccard are two Swiss pilots who are attempting to fly around the world in the solar-powered plane. The plane that took off from Abu Dhabi, the United Arab Emirates, landed in Ahmedabad after a stop over at Muscat, Oman. It will next fly to Varanasi.
82. The global rating agency Moody’s retained its stable outlook on the sovereign rating at Baa3, citing India’s large and diversified economy and healthy private savings rate. Moody’s Projected a 7.5 per cent GDP growth next fiscal.
83. The country’s current account deficit (CAD) eased to 1.6% of gross domestic product (GDP) during the third quarter of the current fiscal, compared with 2% in the previous quarter.
84. Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu has finally given green signal to the two much awaited big-ticket FDI proposals for setting up diesel and electric locomotive plants in Bihar at Madhepura and Marhora. The estimated cost of the factories is about Rs 1,200 crore each.
85. The National Food Security Act’s pan-India implementation will face further delays as most large states where the number of public distribution system (PDS) beneficiaries are high have shown little improvement in their preparedness. Food minister Ram Vilas Paswan had earlier said the scheme, which is now being implemented in 11 states (including Union territories), will be extended to the entire country by April 4, 2015.
86. Uttar Pradesh is set to get its first super-critical ultra mega power project (UMPP) at Etah district.
87. Giving a boost to affordable housing, RBI eased the norms for home loans for up to Rs 10 lakh by allowing banks to include stamp duty and registration charges to the cost of a unit.
88. The government plans to raise Rs 5,000 crore by selling shares of public sector companies through an Exchange Traded Fund (ETF) in FY16.
89. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley abolished the wealth tax but increased the surcharge to 12 per cent on individuals earning Rs 1 crore and above annually and on firms with an annual income of Rs 10 crore or more.
90. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley announced an increase of Rs 70,000 crore in developing road and rail infrastructure in the coming financial year.
91. Government increased the service tax to 14 per cent from the current 12.36 per cent. 
92. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley announced a 5 per cent reduction in corporate tax over next four years from 30% to 25%.
93. Prime minister Narendra Modi has called upon energy companies to become multinational at the inaugural session of energy conference ‘Urja Sangam’ in New Delhi. 
94. With Kerala registering the lowest growth rate of population in the last one decade, the State is all set to achieve “zero population growth” in the coming years.
95. Prime Minister Narendra Modi also appealed to the well-to-do sections of the society to give up cooking gas subsidy.
96. In the first ever reduction in domestic natural gas prices, the rates will be slashed by 9 per cent to USD 4.56 per unit from April 1 to reflect the softening in international prices.
97. The government’s decision to cancel the bid of Jindal Power for two Chhattisgarh coal mines by annulling the tender process and allotting them to Coal India (CIL) is “prima facie wrong”, the Delhi High Court said.
98. After a mammoth 115 rounds over 19 days, India’s telecom companies bid Rs 1,10,000 crore for spectrum across four bands.
99. The Foreign Investment Promotion Board has cleared 10 FDI proposals worth Rs 2,858 crore, and referred the Holcim-Ambuja deal to the CCEA.
100. Indian economy will grow 7.8% in FY16 to lead Asia’s growth as China slows down, before accelerating further to 8.2% in FY17, said Asian Development Bank.
101. Narendra Modi government allocated the development of 17 mega food parks across the country to state governments and private firms, including Adani Ports & SEZ, envisaging an investment of over Rs 6,000 crore.
102. Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal led government is planning to build 27,000 flats for economically weaker section and low income group.
103. India has overtaken the US to become the third-largest steel producer in the world after China and Japan with a production of 14.56 million tonnes (MT) in first two months of the year.
104. As many as 1.80 lakh accounts have been opened under ‘Sukanya Samridhi Scheme’ in less than two months of launch of the special programme for girl child, with the maximum number of accounts in Karnataka and the least in Bihar.
105. Reserve Bank of India has agreed for a USD 1.5 billion currency swap agreement with the Sri Lankan central bank to help the island nation keep its currency stable.
106. After a gap of over 20 years, Re 1 note has been released in the country and it bears the signature of Finance Secretary Rajiv Mehrishi. Earlier last week, RBI had said that it will soon put into circulation one rupee currency notes and would be legal tender as provided in The Coinage Act 2011. In November 1994, printing of Re 1 note was stopped.
107. Foreign exchange reserves rallied to a new life-time high at USD 338.079 billion.
108. The government will soon set up a six-member autonomous Bank Board Bureau, chaired by a former chief of a big public/private sector bank or the RBI, to improve governance in public sector banks.
109. The Union Cabinet gave approval for establishing the New Development Bank (NDB) and the BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA). The $100 billion BRICS CRA would help countries deal with short-term liquidity pressures, provide mutual support and further strengthen financial stability.
110. TRAI amended the mobile number portability (MNP) regulations to allow users to change their service provider in any part of the country while retaining the number From May 3.
111. Giving a big boost to Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), RBI said bank overdrafts of up to Rs.5,000 in accounts opened under this financial inclusion mission would be treated as priority sector lending.
112. Russia will push for India’s full membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) during the upcoming meeting it is hosting in July. India is currently an observer in the multilateral grouping.
113. RBI said loans to sanitation, health care and drinking water facilities and renewable energy would come under the priority sector ambit.
114. The government has given additional charge of Managing Director and CEO of Bank of Baroda to Ranjan Dhawan. 
115. The Narendra Modi government faced its first defeat in Parliament when an amendment to the Motion of Thanks to the President for his address moved by a combative Opposition was carried in the Rajya Sabha, 118-57.
116. The Bill banning cow slaughter in Maharashtra, pending for the past several years, has received the President’s assent.
117. Samsung has lost the number one spot to Apple in the global smartphone market in the fourth quarter of 2014.
118. To boost Buddhist and religious tourism, a direct AC bus service between Varanasi and Kathmandu was flagged off by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav in Varanasi.
119. Dilip Shanghvi of Sun Pharmaceuticals, with a net worth of $21.5 billion, surpassed Mukesh Ambani as the world’s richest Indian. Mr. Ambani’s net worth was $20.4 billion.
120. West Bengal Chief Secretary Sanjay Mitra has constituted a 23-member committee to look into violations of existing environmental norms in the Sunderbans. 
121. Bandhan Financial Services, which had received a provisional licence from the Reserve Bank of India for launching banking business last April, has now applied for its formal licence.
122. The Maharashtra government has officially scrapped the five per cent reservation for Muslims in educational institutions.
123. China has decided to scale down its 2015 growth rate target to 7 per cent as part of an effort to gradually reset its economy along a sustainable, eco-friendly and corruption free path.
124. Export-Import Bank of India is planning to raise about Rs.13,000 crore during 2015-16.
125. National Payments Corporation of India said that it reached a major milestone of successfully linking 15 crore bank accounts with Aadhaar number.
126. Senior separatist leader Masarat Alam was released from prison just days after Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed directed the police to release political prisoners against whom no criminal charges had been registered.
127. Celebrated author Ruskin Bond has joined the Swachh Bharat campaign, wielding a broom specially made by the students of the Moran Blind School in Assam.
128. Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the first indigenously developed and manufactured rotavirus vaccine.
129. The European Central Bank has hit the launch button on its 1.1 trillion euro ($1.2 trillion) stimulus programme by starting to buy government bonds. 
130. The Law Commission has recommended that newspaper advertisements on the eve of elections be banned.
131. Pakistan successfully tested a homemade armed drone and a laser-guided missile, the military said.
132. The long-pending One Rank One Pension (OROP) scheme for military personnel will be implemented by April end, Army Chief General Dalbir Singh said.
133. Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley unveiled the long-awaited statue of Mahatma Gandhi in Parliament Square, London.
134. Former Maldives President Mohamed Nasheed was sentenced to 13 years in prison on a terrorism charge.
135. Pakistan detained Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi, the 2008 Mumbai attack mastermind, for 30 more days under a public security order before he could be released from jail following a court directive to set him free which evoked a strong protest from India. 
136. At least 15 people were killed and over 80 others injured when Taliban bombers attacked two packed churches during the Sunday mass in Pakistan’s biggest Christian colony.
137. Clearing all doubts about the validity of Aadhaar card to avail of government subsidies, the Supreme Court confirmed that the card is not compulsory, and warned that officials ignoring this would be taken to task.
138. The Haryana Assembly passed the Haryana Gauvansh Sanrakshan and Gausamvardhan Bill.
139. U.S.-based teacher Nancie Atwell has been awarded the world’s first $1 million global teacher prize.
140. Holding that politically organised communities like the Jats cannot be included in the Central list of Other Backward Classes (OBCs), the Supreme Court directed the government to recognise emerging socially and educationally backward groups like transgenders, who are among the most distressed.
141. Lok Sabha passed a Bill, raising the number of members of Andhra Pradesh Legislative Council from 50 to 58.
142. MPs from 14 Opposition parties buried their differences to put up a united front against the Land Bill and marched from Parliament House to Rashtrapati Bhavan.
143. The Railway platform ticket is going to be costlier—Rs. 10— from April 1.
144. The habit of littering, defecation or spitting on and along railway tracks and platforms will now cost Rs. 5,000 under the Polluter Pays principle. The National Green Tribunal passed a string of directions for it.
145. U.S. Internet Company Yahoo is shutting down its presence in China.
146. Thirty-three per cent posts in Central paramilitary forces will be reserved for women, Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh said.
147. The Light Combat Helicopter (LCH), being developed by Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd., is likely to enter production from 2017-18.
148. SEBI announced a slew of measures including listing of municipal bonds and setting up of a global financial hub within India on the lines of Singapore and Dubai.
149. Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena conferred the highest military rank of Field Marshal on retired army chief and politician Sarath Fonseka.
150. Seven days after the death of IAS officer D. K. Ravi, Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah announced in the Assembly that the probe into the incident would be entrusted to the CBI.
151. The Supreme Court granted three more months to the Sahara group to sell its offshore properties to raise the Rs 10,000 crore required to secure the release of its chief Subrata Roy on bail.
152. Now only one train ticket can be booked online with one log-in after which the booking session will expire during the peak hours, as per the curbs put by the railways to check the menace of touts. The restriction will be applicable while booking of e-ticket between 8 a.m. and 12 p.m.
153. Sale of gutka will be a non-bailable offence in Maharashtra, the government announced in the Assembly.
154. TV channels will be barred from airing live coverage of anti-terrorist operations by security forces as per a new rule approved by the Information and Broadcasting Ministry.
155. India will allow greater capital account convertibility in financial special economic zones (SEZs). The first such notified SEZ to benefit from the reform will be the Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City), coming up near Ahmedabad.
156. Section 66A of the Information Technology Act is unconstitutional in its entirety, the Supreme Court ruled striking down a “draconian” provision that had led to the arrests of many people for posting content deemed to be “allegedly objectionable” on the Internet.
157. India and China held the 18th round of talks between the Special Representatives on the Boundary Question in which both sides agreed to take “necessary steps to maintain peace & tranquillity in border areas.”
158. Novelist Akhil Sharma’s 2014 novel  Family Lifehas won the Folio Prize 2015.
159. Railway passengers can now book their tickets, do shopping and pay service bills using RuPay pre-paid cards, as the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC), launched the debit card service. The service was launched by the IRCTC in collaboration with Union Bank of India and the National Payment Corporation of India. Card holder will get free Rs.1 lakh accident insurance coverage as part of the benefits to customers. One can have the card with a loading limit of Rs.10,000 with partial KYC detail or Rs.50,000 loading limit with full KYC.
160. India and Qatar signed an agreement on transfer of sentenced persons, allowing Indian convicts in Qatar to complete their remaining sentence in India and vice versa.
161. Governor Raghuram Rajan-led Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed to lower the ceiling on how much a bank can lend to a single corporate group, in a move to curb risks in the banking sector at a time when bad loans are on the rise. Under the proposal, banks would only be allowed to lend up to 25 percent of their core capital, down from the earlier ceiling of up to 55 percent, starting Jan. 1, 2019.
162. Arvind Kejriwal-led government in Delhi will put a ban on sale, purchase and even storage of all forms of chewable tobacco including “guktha, khaini and zarda” in the national capital.
163. [bookmark: _GoBack]Former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee received the Bharat Ratna, the country’s highest civilian award, which was conferred by President Pranab Mukherjee. In a departure from protocol, President Mukherjee drove to AB Vajpayee’s residence and presented to the ailing BJP leader the prestigious award.
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