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THE HINDU REVIEW: JANUARY 2017 
 

 Reserve Bank has came out with conditions for exchange 

of defunct notes for those, including non-resident Indians, 

who failed to do so till 30th December 2016, the last day 

for depositing the invalid currency notes in banks. 

Resident Indian citizens who were abroad from 

November 9th to December 30th can avail this facility up 

to March 31st, 2017 and NRI citizens, who were abroad 

during this period, can exchange their defunct notes up to 

June 30th, 2017.  

 Justice Mian Saqib Nisar has taken oath as the 25th Chief 

Justice of Pakistan. The oath was administered by the 

country's President Mamnoon Hussain at the President 

House. Justice Nisar has replaced Justice Anwar Zaheer 

Jamali. 

 Sikkim has emerged as the India’s first fully organic state 

by converting around 75,000 hectares of agricultural land 

into sustainable cultivation.  

 Shankar Balasubramanian, an Indian- origin British 

professor of chemistry and DNA expert at Cambridge 

University, has received a Knighthood along with Olympic 

stars Andy Murray and Mo Farah among others by Queen 

Elizabeth II for their contributions. 

 Finance Ministry granted approval to 12 proposals of 

PSBs to raise a sum of Rs 2,914.038 crore through 

preferential allotment and permission given to raise Rs 

200 crore by United Bank of India through QIP mode. 

 Mori, a tiny village under Sakhinetipalli mandal in East 

Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh, sealed its place on 

India's digital map by transforming completely into a 

Smart Digital Village, in every sense of the term.  

 Over 26 crore accounts have been opened under Pradhan 

Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana across the country.  

 Odisha's World famous 11-day gala festival Bargarh 

Dhanua Jatra has organised in January 2017.All rituals 

were performed before Goddess Samaleswari, the 

presiding deity of the event. 

 Gujarat chief minister Vijay Rupani dedicated India's first 

laser technology-based advanced AVMS RTO check-post 

at Shamlaji of Aravalli district in Gujarat. The check-post 

is equipped with advanced ray technology with a cost of 

Rs 4.72 crore.  

 India has successfully test-fired its home-grown long 

range intercontinental surface-to-surface nuclear capable 

ballistic missile Agni-IV from the Abdul Kalam Wheeler 

Island off Odisha coast. Agni-IV is a two-stage, surface-to-

surface missile that is 20 metres long and weighs 17 

tonnes.  

 India's largest LNG importer Petronet has signed an 

agreement to set up a $950 million liquefied natural gas 

import project in Bangladesh. 

 Two Hindi writers Shraddha and Ghyansham Kumar 

Devansh have been chosen for Bharatiya Jnanpith 

Navlekhan Award for the year 2016, the literary 

organisation announced.  

 State-run National Hydroelectric Power Corporation 

(NHPC) Chairman and Managing Director K M Singh has 

been conferred the 'Power & Energy Persona's Award for 

Individual Excellence' at the 10th ENERTIA Awards 2016. 

 An Indian-origin Saudi-based entrepreneur Shaikh Rafik 

Mohammed, who hails from Kerala has been appointed 

Major General of Kyrgyzstan, a rare military position 

occupied by an Indian in the Central Asian country.  

 Air Marshal Anil Khosla has took over as Air Officer 

Commanding-in-Chief Eastern Air Command. 

 India's star singles player Somdev Devvarman has 

announced his retirement from professional tennis. 

Somdev touched a career-high rank of number 62 in 

2011.  

 Rio Olympian Sathish Sivalingam from Railways won the 

gold, for the sixth consecutive year, in the men's 77 kg 

category in the 69th men's and 32nd women's Senior 

National Weightlifting Championship, at the Ponjesly 

College of Engineering. 

 Rafael Nadal defeated David Goffin to win in Abu Dhabi. 

Rafael Nadal defeated Belgian David Goffin 6-4, 7-6 to win 

the Mubadala World Tennis Championships. 

 Govt's online payments app, BHIM (Bharat Interface for 

Money) is now the number one free app on Google Play 

Store. The app was launched by PM Modi to simplify 

digital payments. 

 India has ranked third among the countries offering the 

highest average annual salary to expatriates, according to 

HSBC Holdings data. Switzerland paid the highest salary 

in the world.  
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the five-

day annual Indian Science Congress at the Sri 

Venkateswara University in Andhra Pradesh. 

 Chandrababu Naidu, Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh 

has launched a new health scheme, Arogya Raksha 

Scheme Tummalapalli Kalakshetram in Vijayawada to 

provide the medical treatment to the people of the Above 

Poverty Line at Rs. 1200 premium per annum. 

 Minister of State for Minority Affairs Mukhtar Abbas 

Naqvi has launched mobile app 'Haj Committee of India', 

which will provide information and facilitate e-payments 

for Haj pilgrimage. 

 Maharashtra Government has declared to ban the use of 

Purse Seine Nets for fishing across Maharashtra to 

safeguard the Fingerlings, a fish species.  

 David R Syiemlieh has been appointed as the Chairman of 

the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC). He has take 

over from Alka Sirohi. 

 The Senate Functional Committee on Human Rights in 

Pakistan has unanimously approved the Hindu Marriages 

Bill. 

 The U.S. e-commerce giant, Amazon has been awarded a 

patent for launching a giant flying warehouse that would 

act as a launch pad for drones to deliver items within 

minutes. 

 Russia has finally delivered four Sukhoi Su-35 fighter jets 

to China after a delay of two years. The Su-35 is an 

advanced version of the Su-30s operated by the Indian 

Air Force. 

 
 Karnataka minister for co-operation and sugar H S 

Mahadeva Prasad passed away in Bangalore due to 

cardiac arrest. He was 58 years old.  

 China's table tennis Olympic champion Li Xiaoxia has 

announced her retirement. She is the eighth table tennis 

Grand Slam winner in history. 

 Cabinet has approved signing and ratifying an agreement 

between India and Uruguay regarding cooperation and 

mutual assistance in Customs Matters. 

 Election Commission has announced the dates for the 

assembly elections in five states Uttar Pradesh, 

Uttarakhand, Punjab, Manipur and Goa.  

 Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar has been sworn-in as the 

44th Chief Justice of India. He replaced Justice TS Thakur 

whose tenure ended. 

 Google India has created two tools My Business and 

Digital Unlocked for the small and medium businesses in 

India,that would help to create an online presence, 

besides a digital training programme.  

 The 13th edition of Nepal’s five-day Chitwan Elephant 

Festival kicked off in Kathmandu with the participation of 

over 50 elephants.  

 Finland has become the first country in the world to pay a 

basic income to randomly picked citizens on a national 

level in an aiming at dismissing poverty, motivate people 

to join work force and decrease unemployment. 

 The UK’s ambassador to the European Union Ivan Rogers 

resigned from his post. 

 Reserve Bank of India has appointed Surekha Marandi as 

its Executive Director (ED) in place of U S Paliwal, who 

retired on December 31, 2016. 

 The United Nations 70th General Assembly has 

recognised the year 2017 as the International Year of 

Sustainable Tourism for Development.  

 Election Commission of India has issued a limitation for 

campaign expense per candidate. In Goa and Manipur, the 

limit on election expenses per candidate is Rs 20 lakh. In 

Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand the election 

expenses limit per candidate is Rs 28 lakh. 

 State-owned fuel retailers, Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), 

Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd (BPCL) and Hindustan 

Petroleum Corp Ltd (HPCL) will offer an upfront discount 

of Rs 5 on every LPG refill to all LPG customers who will 

book and pay for it online. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released special 

commemorative stamps on Prakash Parv in 350th birth 

anniversary of Guru Gobind Singh in Patna on 05th 

January 2017. 

 Telangana and Assam signed memoranda of 

understanding (MoUs) to join the Ujwal Discom 

Assurance Yojna (UDAY)  taking the total number of 

states covered under the scheme to 20. 

 The Supreme Court of India has stripped Anurag Thakur 

of his powers as BCCI President for not complying with 

the orders of the apex court with regard to 

implementation of the Lodha committee reforms.  

 The two day Assam Biotech Conclave has began in 

Guwahati. Chief Minister Sarbanand Sonowal has 
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inaugurated the conclave in presence of Science and 

Technology minister Keshab Mahanta. 

 For the benefit of voters, candidates, election staff as well 

as the Election Commission of India (ECI), the district 

administration of Ludhiana in Punjab has developed a 

mobile application named ECI360. 

 Yes Bank has entered into a tie-up with Bajaj Electricals 

for vendor financing using blockchain solution, and 

announced to use the technology more aggressively as it 

saves over 70 per cent in cost. 

 Mobile commerce and payments company Paytm has got 

the final permission to open a payments bank by RBI. 

Reserve Bank of India gave permission to formally launch 

Paytm Payments Bank. 

 Munich Re is opening a composite branch office in 

Mumbai to service the property-casualty, life, health 

reinsurance markets across the country. Munich Re 

Group or Munich Reinsurance Company is a reinsurance 

company based in Munich, Germany.  

 Solar power producer Azure Power has commissioned 

150 MW solar power project in Punjab, which is its 

largest in North India. 

 Five Indian Americans Takes Oath as Members of US 

Congress. They are Kamala Harris, Ami Bera, Ro Khanna, 

Raja Krishnamoorthi and Pramila Jayapal. 

 Jovenel Moise has been elected as the President of Haiti. 

 MS Dhoni has stepped down as the captain of India's 

limited-overs sides. 

 India's women's football team defeated Bangladesh 3-1 in 

Siliguri, West Bengal to win the 2016 South Asian 

Football Federation Women's Championship for the 

fourth consecutive time. 

 Arthur Morris, who became the 82nd player to be 

inducted into the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame, was given the 

honour posthumously. 

 On the direction of the Apex court, Odisha Cricket 

Association (OCA) secretary Ashirbad Behera, president 

Ranjib Biswal and all OCA office-bearers  quit from their 

posts.  

 Veteran actor Om Puri has passed away after a massive 

heart attack.The actor was 66. Om Puri was an Indian 

actor who has appeared in mainstream commercial 

Pakistani, Indian, British, and Hollywood, Independent 

films and art films.  

 India and Kazakhstan have signed the five national capital 

a Protocol to amend the existing Double Taxation 

Avoidance Convention (DTAC) between the two countries  

which was earlier signed on 9th December, 1996 for the 

avoidance of double taxation and for the prevention of 

fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income.  

 The Minister of State for AYUSH  Shri Shripad Yesso Naik 

has inaugurated the International Conference on “Yoga 

for Diabetes” which began in New Delhi. 

 The Centre has approved an assistance of over 1782.44 

crore rupees for Karnataka. The state will get this sum 

from the National Disaster Relief Fund as drought relief. 

 The Island Tourism Festival 2017 has begun at Port Blair 

in Andaman & Nicobar islands. Lt. Governor Jagdish 

Mukhi has inaugurated the mega event at ITF Ground. 

 The Government has imposed an anti-dumping duty 

ranging from 6.30 US dollars to 351.72 US dollars per 

tonne on imports of jute and its products from 

Bangladesh and Nepal.  

 The Commerce & Industry Ministery has launched an IPR 

Enforcement Toolkit for Police. The toolkit has been 

jointly prepared by Cell for IPR Promotion and 

Management (CIPAM) and Federation of Indian Chambers 

of Commerce and Industry (FICCI). 

 Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has 

tied up with Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) for 

augmenting capital support to enterprises in the country. 

 Karnataka Bank has launched a month-long campaign to 

promote a group personal accident insurance scheme for 

savings bank account-holders. ‘KBL Suraksha’. 

 Tata Sons has nominated S Padmanabhan as the 

Chairman of Tata Power Co Ltd with immediate effect, in 

place of Cyrus Mistry.He is also the executive chairman of 

Tata Business Excellence Group. Recently he was 

appointed as the head of group for human resources for 

Tata Sons. 

 UK Senior diplomat Sir Tim Barrow was appointed the 

new ambassador to the European Union (EU). He 

replaced Sir Ivan Rogers. 

 French Consulting Corporation, Capgemini has appointed 

Anil Jalali as Chief Human Resources Officer for its India 

operation. 

 
 IBM has appointed Karan Bajwa as Managing Director of 

IBM India Pvt Ltd, succeeding Vanitha Narayanan who 

has been appointed as chairman of the Indian subsidiary. 
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 Vice President Hamid Ansari has released a book titled 

The People's President: Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. The book 

was released at a function in New Delhi which was 

attended by Union Finance. 

 Former India captain Dilip Vengsarkar has submitted his 

resignation as vice-president of the Mumbai Cricket 

Association (MCA). 

 Renowned Sitar maestro Abdul Halim Jaffer Khan has 

passed away due to cardiac arrest. He was 88. 

 The 14th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (PBD) convention has 

held in Bengaluru. The three-day event has kicked start 

with the Youth PBD, the theme of which is 'Role of 

Diaspora Youth in the Transformation of India'.  

 Tata Motors and Castrol have signed a 3-year strategic 

partnership agreement. As part of the agreement, Castrol 

will supply Commercial Vehicle Oils to Tata Motors 

globally. The agreement will cover over 50 markets 

including SAARC and ASEAN region, Middle East, Africa, 

Russia and Latin America.  

 China has launched its longest high-speed train service 

from Kunming capital of south-west China's Yunnan 

Province to Beijing. The train named 'Shangri-la of the 

World' left Kunming at 11:05 am on a 2,760-km trip to 

Beijing. The mileage will increase to 45,000 km by 2030. 

 RBI stated that foreign exchange reserves rose by $625.5 

million to $360.296 billion in the week to December 30, 

2016. In the previous week, the reserves had declined by 

$935.2 million to $359.671 billion. The reserves had 

touched $371.99 billion in the week to September 30, 

2016.  

 The All India Conference of Chairpersons and Chief 

Executive Officers of States and Union Territories' Waqf 

Boards has been held in New Delhi. The conference has 

been inaugurated by Minister of State for Minority Affairs 

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi. 

 India’s pioneering online automobile transactional 

marketplace Droom has firmly entrenched its foothold as 

a complete eco-system for buyers to have an impeccable 

automobile owning experience. 

 Japan has decided to be associated with the development 

of Chennai, Ahmedabad and Varanasi as smart cities. This 

was conveyed by Japan’s Ambassador to India Mr. Kenji 

Hiramatsu during his meeting with Minister of Urban 

Development Shri M.Venkaiah Naidu.  

 India’s per capita income, a gauge for measuring living 

standard, is estimated to cross Rs 1 lakh in 2016-17, up 

from Rs 93,293 in the previous fiscal.  

 Over 30 Indian-origin innovators, entrepreneurs and 

leaders have been featured in the 2017 edition of Forbes' 

list of super achievers under the age of 30 who seek to 

break the status quo and transform the world. 

 The Budget session of Parliament convened to start from 

January 31, a day before the Union Budget is likely to be 

presented. President Pranab Mukherjee has summoned 

the Rajya Sabha to meet on January 31, 2017. 

 China is setting up the world's highest altitude 

gravitational wave telescopes in a Tibet prefecture close 

to Line of Actual Control with India with a budget of $18.8 

million to detect faintest echoes resonating from the 

universe which may reveal more about the Big Bang 

theory.  

 China's Central Bank (People's Bank of China) says, the 

country's foreign currency reserves shrank last year, 

marking large annual losses for the 2nd year in a row.  

 US President-elect Donald Trump has named Dan Coats 

as his National Intelligence Director. The Indiana ex-

senator formerly served on the Senate Intelligence 

Committee.  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Portuguese 

counterpart Dr Antonio Costa has inaugurated the main 

convention of Pravasi Bhartiya Divas on 08th January 

2017 in Bengaluru. 

 Indian tennis ace Sania Mirza picked up her first title of 

the season, combining with American Bethanie Mattek-

Sands to lift the Brisbane International women's doubles 

title.  

 Novak Djokovic has won the Qatar Open tennis title. In an 

epic final in Doha, the Serbian defeated Andy Murray of 

UK by 6-3 5-7 6-4.  

 Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has 

made Aadhaar mandatory for its about 50 lakh 

pensioners and around four crore subscribers. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 08th 

Vibrant Gujarat Global Investors Summit 2017 at 

Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar.  

 Power Minister Piyush Goyal has unveiled world's largest 

street light replacement programme in South Delhi 

Municipal Corporation (SDMC) area. 
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 The 11th annual Blind Challenge Car Rally was organised 

in Bhopal, to raise awareness about the issues concerning 

the visually-impaired.  

 SBI Pension Funds Pvt Ltd (SBIPFPL), a subsidiary of SBI, 

has recently appointed Kumar Sharadindu as the MD & 

CEO of the company. 

 The Bank of India has reduce its interest rates on retail 

loans, including home and vehicle loan. The bank earlier 

reduced its minimum lending rates or marginal cost of 

funds based lending rates (MCLR) by up to 90 basis 

points.  

 Gujarat government has come up with India's first 

student startup and innovation policy, which aims to 

provide Rs 200 crore in the form of grants to ideas 

developed by them.  

 Former Iranian President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani died 

Sunday after suffering a heart attack. He was 82.  

 Spaniard Roberto Bautista Agut has won the men’s 

singles title of the Chennai Open 2017. Agut beat Russian 

20-year-old Daniil Medvedev 6-3 and 6-4 to claim the first 

ATP tournament of the season. 

 Reigning Olympic and world 800m champion and world 

record holder, David Rudisha is the International Event 

Ambassador for the 14th Standard Chartered Mumbai 

Marathon. 

 The 11th World Hindi Day has been observed on 10th 

January 2017. 

 Megastar Amitabh Bachchan was given an award by the 

US Embassy in appreciation for his invaluable 

contributions to the US-India partnership on tuberculosis. 

 Maharashtra government has launched India’s largest 

public WiFi service called 'MumbaiWifi'. 

 In Haryana, the State level Prarambh School for Teachers 

Education would be set up at village Silani in district 

Jhajjar over an area of 10 acres. 

 Flipkart has elevated former Tiger Global Management 

executive Kalyan Krishnamurthy as its new chief 

executive, replacing co-founder Binny Bansal, who has 

been named as the group chief executive. 

 Pakistan has fired its first submarine-launched cruise 

missile, a show of force for a country that sees its missile 

development as a deterrent against arch-foe India.  

 The 74th Annual Golden Globe Awards ceremony was 

organized at Beverly Hills, California, United States (US). 

The Golden Globe Awards are the annual awards that 

honor the best in Motion Pictures and American 

Television for the previous year. This year, La La Land, a 

romantic musical comedy-drama film won in all the seven 

categories including the top award of best musical or 

comedy. Veteran actress Meryl Streep was bestowed with 

the Cecil B. DeMille Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 US fast-food giant McDonald’ announced to sell its 

businesses in mainland China and Hong Kong for $2.08 

billion to Citic, a state-owned conglomerate, and the 

Carlyle Group, a private equity firm. 

 Mobile handset brand Gionee has roped in Indian test 

captain Virat Kohli as the brand ambassador.  

 An eight-year old boy from Jammu and Kashmir's Rajouri 

Abbu Ammaz has won gold medal in Thai Boxing 

Championship at the national level. 

 Leicester City boss Claudio Ranieri has been named as the 

Coach of the Year at the FIFA Football Awards in Zurich. 

 The World Bank has decelerated India's growth for 2016-

17 fiscal to 7% from its previous estimate of 7.6%. 

 India and Kenya have signed agreements in the area of 

agriculture which was inked after delegation-level talks 

between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Kenyan 

President Uhuru Kenyatta in New Delhi.   

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and French 

Space agency (CNES) has signed a partnership agreement 
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in satellite launch technology. The agreement was signed 

between ISRO Chairman Kiran Kumar and CNES 

President Jean-Yves Le Gall. 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 'The 

Nobel Prize' exhibition at Science City in Gandhinagar, 

Gujarat. 'The Nobel Prize: Ideas Changing the World' 

contains several original artifacts. 

 To promote ease of ticketing through digital transactions, 

railway minister Suresh Prabhu released the new 

passenger mobile the application named ‘IRCTC Rail 

Connect app’. 

 Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has revised Indian 

Standard on gold hallmarking, which is effective from 

January 1, 2017. 

 The United States has called for a partnership between 

India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan on counter-terrorism 

operations. State Department Deputy Spokesman Mark 

Toner told reporters in Washington that the security of 

the three countries is linked with one another. 

 Health Minister J P Nadda to launch Measles-rubella 

vaccine to roll out in Goa, Karnataka, Lakshadweep, 

Puducherry and Tamil Nadu between February 3 and 4, 

2017 and the pneumonia vaccine will be introduced in 

Himachal Pradesh and parts of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 

from March 17. 

 China has successfully sent three satellites into space in 

its first commercial mission using an updated version of 

the low-cost Kuaizhou-1A rocket, amidst the Communist 

giant's determined bid to expand its ambitious space 

program.  

 Former wrestler and coach Mahavir Singh Phogat made 

his way to the launch of his authorized biography 

'Akhada' in Chandigarh. Sports journalist Saurabh Duggal 

released the biography.  

 The Federation Internationale de Football Association 

(FIFA) has decided that the World Cup will be expanded 

to host 48 teams, up from 32. 

 West Indies turned to former batsman Jimmy Adams into 

their new director of cricket Association. 

 Russian rhythmic gymnast Yana Kudryavtseva has retired 

from competition aged just 19, Kudryavtseva won 13 

world championships from 2013 to 2015. 

 12th January of every year is observed as National Youth 

Day, the birthday of Swami Vivekananda a grateful nation 

is celebrating Swamiji's hundred fifty-fourth birth 

anniversary with much fanfare. 

 World Bank President Jim Yong Kim stated that global 

economic growth is forecast to accelerate moderately to 

2.7% in 2017 after a post-crisis low of 2.3% in 2016. 

 The government will add by next month 40 more cities to 

the list of towns it wants to develop as Smart Cities by 

providing funds for initiating urban reforms, Union 

Minister M Venkaiah Naidu said today. The addition of 40 

new cities will take the total Smart Cities to 100. 

 With a view to promoting the dairy sector and rural 

livelihoods in Arunachal Pradesh, the border state has 

signed a MoU with National Dairy Development Board 

(NDDB) during the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2017. 

 In the biggest hike in nearly three decades, Saudi Arabia 

has increased India's annual Haj quota by 34,500.  

 Union Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and Saudi Arabia's 

Haj and Umrah Minister Dr Mohammad Saleh bin Taher 

Benten inked an agreement in this regard in Jeddah, 

increasing the size of India's Haj quota from 1,36,020 to 

1,70,520.  

 The month-long Magh Mela festival held at Sangam in 

Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh. Thousands of Pilgrims, saint 

and seers are taking holy dip at Sangam on the occasion 

of Paush Purnima. The month-long kalpwas also began 

with the holy bathing. 

 Khanderi, the second Scorpene class submarine that has 

superior stealth and the ability to launch a crippling 

attack with torpedoes as well as tube-launched anti-ship 

missiles whilst underwater or on the surface,  launched at 

the Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited, Mumbai.  

 Vedanta Foundation and Vedanta Sesa Goa Iron Ore, in 

collaboration with the Karnataka Directorate of 

Education, have launched a pilot project to promote 

digital education in schools across the State. 

 Helped by HDFC Bank, five temples in Kanyakumari 

district in southern Tamil Nadu have introduced digital 

wallets and PoS to enable their devotees to pay donations. 

 Anjani Portland Cement has commissioned a 16-mega 

watt (MW) coal-based captive power plant at its cement 

unit in Telangana.  

 Actress Tisca Chopra named as Best Actress for Chutney 

at the Jio Filmfare Short Film Awards. Popular actress 
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Tisca Chopra stated that winning her first Filmfare Award 

for short film Chutney is extra special as it’s a project she 

not just acted in, but also produced and co-wrote. 

 Vikram Pawah has been appointed as the president of 

BMW Group India, effective from March 1, 2017. He will 

take over from Frank Schloeder. 

 Norway has become the first country to cease FM radio 

broadcasting. The northern county of Nordland has 

stopped broadcasting using analogue frequencies as the 

Government plans to roll out digital-only radio over the 

course of the year. 

 The Indian hockey team captain PR Sreejesh has became 

a member of International Hockey Federation Athletes' 

Committee.  

 The Government of India has increased the minimum 

monthly pension to 9,000 per person, besides a two-fold 

hike in exgratia amount for central government 

employees. 

 NITI Aayog has projected the India GDP growth rate of 8 

Percent for 2016-17 based on the appraisal document for 

the Twelfth Five-Year Plan. 

 Retail inflation fell to a nearly 3-year low of 3.41 % in 

December 2016, from 3.63 % in November 2016. 

Inflation eased mainly on account of falling prices of 

vegetables and pulses. 

 Global unemployment is expected to rise by 3.4 million in 

2017 despite a likely modest pick-up in economic growth 

at 3.4% this year and 3.6% in 2018, against a six-year low 

of 3.1% in 2016,  a new report by the International 

Labour Organisation. 

 Allaying fears of a slowdown following demonetisation, 

the country's industrial production grew 5.7% in 

November 2016, compared to a contraction of 3.4% in 

November 2015. 

 The world’s first ‘Gender Literature Festival’ is scheduled 

to be held in Patna, Bihar in the second week of April 

2017 The main aim of the fest to create a platform, to 

exchange ideas, and to share and learn experiences of 

renowned people in the field of gender literature.  

 Tata Consultancy Services has appointed Rajesh 

Gopinathan, the current chief financial officer, as CEO of 

the company. He replaces N Chandrasekaran, who has 

been named the chairperson of Tata Sons. TCS has also 

named N Ganapathy Subramaniam, currently President of 

TCS Financial Solutions, as chief operating officer. 

 State-run NTPC has signed a non-binding agreement with 

Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Ltd and Rajasthan 

Urja Vikas Nigam Ltd to take over Chhabra Thermal 

Power Plant. 

 Mahindra Asset Management Company Pvt. Ltd 

(MAMCPL) launched an open-ended scheme Mahindra 

Mutual Fund Dhan Sanchay Yojna scheme to generate 

long-term returns through investment in equity and debt. 

 Moving ahead with the strategic sale of Pawan Hans, the 

government sell its entire 51% stake and transfer the 

management control of the helicopter service operator. 

Pawan Hans is a joint venture where state-owned ONGC 

holds 49%. 

 XCMG, a China-headquartered global construction 

machinery company, will invest 150 million dollars in a 

new manufacturing unit in India for construction & 

material-handling machines. 

 Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has signed a 1-

trillion yen, about 8.7 billion dollars, aid package over the 

next five years to the Philippines, meant to improve 

economic and political relations between the two island 

nations. 

 
 Congress leader and former Union Minister Manish 

Tewari was appointed as the senior fellow of US-based 

think tank Atlantic Council. 

 BJP Mumbai unit chief Ashish Shelar has been appointed 

as Maharashtra Cricket Association (MCA) president. 

Sylar takes over from the former ICC president Sharad 

Pawar. 

 Consulate General of India in Dubai has announced 

launch of the 'Diplomats Cricket Championship Cup' in 

association with the Skyline University College, Sharjah, 

to promote sportsmanship, camaraderie, and harmonious 

relationship among the diplomatic missions of UAE. 

 India is all set to get its first wax museum in June 2017 

unveils Wax Figures Of Amitabh Bachchan, Lady Gaga. 

Madame Tussauds, the legendary wax attraction 

entertainment hotspot is all set to open its doors in 

capital New Delhi. 

 The Chief Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan has 

inaugurated the first solar-powered boat of the state 

water transport department, Aditya at a function held in 

Vaikom boat Jetty in Kerala. 
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 Ecuador has taken over from Thailand as chair of the 

Group of 77 which promotes the interests of the 134 

developing countries it represents at the United Nations, 

including China. 

 Airtel Payments Bank the first payments bank started its 

nationwide operations on January 12, 2017 with an initial 

investment of Rs 3,000 crore and offering an interest rate 

of 7.25 per cent for savings accounts. The bank was 

launched by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley.  

 The Central Industrial Security Force has announced Rs 

25 lakh ex-gratia payment to the family of each of the four 

personnel gunned down by its jawan Balbir Singh in 

Aurangabad district of Bihar after a tiff. 

 In line with Government of India's policy of implementing 

the vision for coastal shipping, tourism and regional 

development, New Mangalore Port Trust (NMPT) has 

introduced Car carrier service between Gujarat and 

Mangaluru. 

 American snack and beverage giant PepsiCo India has 

sold a 2.5 acre land parcel in the Central suburb Chembur 

to The Wadhwa Group for Rs.190-200 crore. 

 The United States has announced the end of a 20-year 

economic embargo on Sudan, lifting trade and financial 

sanctions in an effort to foster ties with the Sudanese 

government.  

 69th Army Day is being observed on 15th January 2017. 

The day marks the taking over of the Indian Army by the 

first Indian Commander-in-Chief, Field Marshal KM 

Cariappa, on January 15, 1948.  

 Gujarat won their first ever Ranji Trophy title beating 

Mumbai by five wickets in the final at the Holkar stadium 

in Indore. With this title, Gujarat have won the domestic 

titles in T20, one-day and Ranji. They are only the fourth 

team to achieve this feat. 

 The American SpaceX rocket company has resumed 

flights, launching a Falcon 9 vehicle from the Vandenberg 

Air Force Base on the California coast.  

 In Madhya Pradesh Indore district witnessed 

inauguration of first of its kind scheme of the country. 

Digital Dakiya, which aims at encouraging cashless 

transactions. "Digital Dakiya or Digital Postman will visit 

different places to teach and encourage people about 

cashless transactions and its benefits.  

 The two-day annual camel festival has began with much 

fanfare in the presence of foreigners and domestic 

tourists. District Collector Ved Prakash flagged off a 

procession from Junagarh which culminated at Karni 

Singh Stadium here in Bikaner, Rajasthan.  

 Rabi crops have been sown in around six crore 16 lakh 

hectares till date which is about 35 lakh hectares more 

than last year.  

 Securities and Exchange Board of India, SEBI, has decided 

to lower broker fees by 25 per cent to 15 rupees per 

transaction of one crore rupees as part of calibration of 

various other fees collected by the regulator from 

different market intermediaries.  

 Rajeev Singh, Member (Finance) in Prasar Bharati Board, 

will take charge as interim CEO of the public broadcaster 

after S C Panda retires in February 2017. 

 Tanzanian athlete Alphonce Felix Simbu (24) and Kenyan 

runner Bornes Kitur Chepkirui (31), flew past all 

competition to bag the top spots in the men's and 

women's category respectively in the full marathon at the 

14th Standard Chartered Mumbai Marathon (SCMM) in 

Mumbai. 

 Former Punjab Chief Minister Surjit Singh Barnala, who 

took over reins of the state in the difficult period when 

militancy was at its peak in the mid-80s, died in 

Chandigarh on 14th January 2017 at the age of 91.  

 The limit on withdrawals from ATMs has been enhanced 

from the current limit of Rs.4,500 to Rs.10,000 per day 

per card (It will be operative within the existing overall 

weekly limit). 

 India has slipped 3 places to 92nd rank on the global 

index of talent competitiveness that measures how 

countries grow, attract and retain talent, a list topped by 

Switzerland. 

 The Supreme Court has given permission to a woman in 

her 24th week of pregnancy to undergo termination of 

pregnancy after medical report finds foetus is without 

skull.  

 Breaking a 3-month declining trend, wholesale inflation 

rose to 3.39% in December 2016. The increase was 

mainly due to a rise in prices of manufactured items, even 

as food articles turned cheaper.  

 
 Border Security Force (BSF) launched operation ‘Sard 

Hawa’ at the western international border of Rajasthan, 

under which vigil will be beefed-up to check the instances 

of infiltration due to the dense fog in the area. 
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 The first edition of Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) 

International Television Dance Festival is scheduled to be 

held in Hyderabad the city with royal patronage for arts, 

literature, and architecture, on January 15, 2017. Prasar 

Bharati has hosted the event.  

 The Commerce Ministry has launched a mobile app ‘SEZ 

India’ which provides detailed information related to 

special economic zones. 

 For the benefit of both domestic and international 

tourists, Tamil Nadu Tourism Department has launched a 

mobile app ‘pinakin’ with information on tourism in 

Tamil Nadu with audio facilities. 

 N Chandrasekaran, Chairman designate of Tata Sons, has 

inaugurated the Kohli Research Block at the International 

Institute of Information Technology at Gachibowli, 

Hyderabad. 

 Sony Pictures Networks India has entered the Hindi film 

music space with the launch of Sony ROX HD.  

 Pentavalent Bio Sciences Pvt Ltd from Bengaluru has 

emerged the winner at the Tata Social Enterprise 

Challenge 2016-17. 

 The Joint Secretary of Department of Economic Affairs, 

Mr. Raj Kumar and Acting Country Director of the World 

Bank Mrs. Genevieve Connors are signed s financing 

agreement for IDA credit of US$ 48 million for the 

‘Nagaland Health Project’. 

 The Bharathiya Reserve Bank Note Mudran PvtLtd, a fully 

controlled subsidiary of RBI has set records in 

currencynote printing. As per the data, 1350 million 

currency notes were printed in December 2016 in 

Mysuru which employess 650 workers who work for 12 

hours in two shifts. 

 Information and Broadcasting Minister M Venkaiah Naidu 

launching a post graduate course in Urdu journalism at 

the Indian Institute of Mass Communication in New Delhi. 

 Kozhikode Corporation was declared as the first Elderly-

Friendly Corporation in Kerala. The Kozhikode 

Corporationstate government has planned to setup 

Senior citizen’s club, Day care centres as a part of  

Vayomitram project for the welfare of the elder people in 

the state. 

 The Capital market regulator of India, Securities and 

Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on January 14 tightened 

the norms associated to Mergers and Acquisitions (M&A) 

of Indian companies.The public shareholding of the 

resultant entity created by the merger of an unlisted and 

a listed company has to be more than 25%. 

 Future Group’s fashion and lifestyle departmental store 

Central joined with SBI Card launched a second co-

branded credit card to offer benefits to consumers in the 

premium lifestyle and fashion space. The Central SBI 

SELECT and SELECT+ Cards will offer an accelerated 

reward points structure. 

 China has sold two naval ships to Pakistan to protect the 

strategic Gwadar port and trade routes under the USD 46 

billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. The ships 
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named Hingol and Basol gets its name from nearby rivers 

in Pakistan.  

 Government owned Bharat Heavy Electricals 

Limited(BHEL) has commissioned new 500 MW Thermal 

Unit in West Bengal. 

 Kiran Doshi won The Hindu Prize 2016 at the 7th edition 

of The Hindu Lit for Life festival 2017 held in Chennai. 

 Rajeev Singh, Member of Prasar Bharati Board will take 

charge as interim CEO of the public broadcaster Prasar 

Bharati in February, 2017. He will replace S C Panda 

 Deepak Roy, known for his movie "Limit to Freedom" 

which won him a National award in 1996 under the 

category of best investigative film, has passed away at the 

age of 67 after suffering a cardiac arrest 

 India and Mauritius signed an MoU for cooperation in the 

field of cooperatives and related areas.The MoU was 

signed between Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh, 

and the Indian Ocean island country's Business, 

Enterprise and Cooperatives Minister Soomilduth Bholah 

 The 58th edition of India International Garment Fair, IIGF  

begins in New Delhi. Organized by Apparel Export 

Promotion Council India, the event is one of the largest 

and most popular platforms in Asia. 

 A committee formed by the IIT Joint Admission Board 

(JAB) has recently given its suggestion to create 20 

percent reservation seats for the girl students in IITs out 

of the total number of seats available.  

 
 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation (UNESCO) has registered Sitalpati or cool 

mat from the Cooch Behar district, West Bengal as an  

Sitlapati“intangible cultural heritage”. 

 India has been ranked at 60th position among 79 

developing economies with a score of only 3.38 in the 

Inclusive Development Index (IDI) of the World Economic 

Forum (WEF). The list has been topped by Lithuania 

among the 79 developing countries. 

 Karang, a small lake island in Manipur, has become the 

country’s first cashless island.The Union ministry of 

electronics and information technology under its Digital 

India programme announced Karang as the first cashless 

island in India. 

 The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MOP & NG) 

inaugurated one month long oil and gas conservation 

campaign “Saksham-2017” at a function in Unity College, 

Dimapur in Nagaland. 

 Private sector lender YES BANK in collaboration with T-

Hub, Anthill and Lets Talk Payments launched a unique 

business accelerator program YES FINTECH to provide 

start-ups a platform for creating sustainable and market 

ready products as well as provide innovative banking 

solutions to the customers. 

 YES Bank has launched a first of its kind unique 

Customizable Savings Account to enable the customers to 

design an account as per their convenience.Mumbai based 

bank has become the first bank in India to launch such 

type of account that enables the customer to choose 

various features of a savings accounts that suits one’s 

own lifestyle. 

 Tata Motors which owns Jaguar LandRover Automotive 

Plc, Ltd has finally appointed Natarajan Chandrasekaran, 

the Tata Sons chairman designate and outgoing chief 

executive of Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), as 

additional director and chairman of the board with 

immediate effect. 

 President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the 28th 

Dantan Gramin Mela in West Midnapore district in West 

Bengal. 

 Indian passport has been ranked a lowly 78 in a global 

ranking of the world’s most powerful passports which 

was topped by Germany. 

 Karnataka government allowed to the sale of white 

kerosene in open market. State Food and Civil Supplies 

Minister UT Khader stated that the government has 

issued an order this effect. 

 Punjab National Bank and India Post Payments Bank have 

signed a memorandum of understanding, whereby PNB 

will provide technology platform for pilot launch of IPPB 

on receipt of regulatory nod from the Reserve Bank of 

India.  

 Antonio Tajani of the EPP Christian Democrat group has 

been elected president of the European Parliament. 

 Senior Congress leader and former state minister of  

Chhattisgarh, Tarun Prasad Chatterjee passed away at the 

age of 68.  

 Veteran actress passed away Gita Sen in Kolkata of 

cerebral hemorrhage at the age of 86.  

 The commander of Apollo 17 and the last man who walk 

on the moon, Astronaut Eugene Cernan passed away at 

the age of 82.  
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 Cricket icon Kapil Dev was inducted into Legends Club 

‘Hall of Fame’ at the Cricket Club of India. 

 Undisclosed income in assets such as jewelry, stock or 

immovable property or in foreign bank accounts will not 

be accepted under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 

Yojana (PMGKY). 

 Centre has sanctioned over 2,207 crore rupees to Jammu 

and Kashmir as special assistance during 2017 financial 

year to expedite completion of area-specific schemes 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has delivered the 

inaugural address on a three-day National Conference of 

Central and State Ministers and Secretaries of Tourism, 

Culture and Sports in Kutch, Gujarat.  

 ICICI Prudential Life Insurance has acquired 8.41% stake 

in Fino Paytech Ltd (FPL) for a total consideration of Rs 

100 crore 

 A 3-member committee headed by PM Modi selected Alok 

Kumar Verma as next CBI chief for a period of 2 years.  

 Bharti AXA General Insurance has appointed Sanjeev 

Srinivasan as CEO and Managing Director 

 National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 

has given its approval to explore an iron-rich asteroid 16 

Psyche as a part of its mission to learn more about the 

history and composition of the celestial body. 

 India’s IT Hub, Bengaluru has been ranked at the top 

position in the 2017 City. 

 Donald Trump has taken over as the 45th President of the 

United States, as he took over the reins from Barack 

Obama. 

 
 The largest warship of the Indian Navy, INS Vikramditya, 

will be equipped with its own dedicated ATM. It will cater 

to over two thousand naval personnel deployed on the 

aircraft carrier. SBI will help the navy to open this ATM. 

 Bihar government launched a Nasha Mukt campaign to 

make the state addiction-free. Over two crore people are 

likely to participate in human chains formed across the 

state on the occasion. 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the 

second edition of Raisina Dialogue in New Delhi. The 

theme of the conference is “The New Normal: 

Multilateralism in a multipolar world”. 

 Government has signed an agreement with the National 

Yuva Cooperative Society to set up 1,000 Janaushadhi 

Kendras across the country and targets to open such 

medical stores in every block and gram panchayat to 

provide quality medicines at an affordable price. 

 Mizoram Chief Secretary Lalmalsawma inaugurated the 

Entrepreneurship Development Scheme (EDS) under the 

New Economic Development Policy (NEDP). 

 Indian railways, minister Suresh Prabhu unveiled Mission 

41k, a plan that would save Rs 41,000 crore over 10 years 

through an integrated energy management system. 

 International Olympic Committee (IOC) and Chinese e-

commerce firm Alibaba Group entered into a long-term 

partnership through 2028 at the World Economic Forum 

in Davos, Switzerland. 

 Nation pays homage to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose on 

his 120th birth anniversary on 23 January 2017. It was on 

this day in 1897, Netaji was born in Cuttack, Odisha. 

 Assam State Governor Banwarilal Purohit inaugurated 

the Arogya Mitra conference at Silchar.  

 Russian Railways is helping India's national transporter 

increase the speed of its passenger trains up to 200 km 

per hour. 

 A special task force (STF) for women safety has been 

reconstituted under the Chairmanship of Lieutenant 

Governor (L-G) Anil Baijal. 

 Punjab National Bank (PNB) has launched a Contactless 

Credit Card. This new credit card, which has been named 

PNB Wave N Pay -Contactless Card, was launched by Usha 

Ananthasubramanian, Managing Director & Chief 

Executive Officer, PNB in New Delhi. 

 Bihar claimed to have formed the world's longest human 

chain, covering an estimated distance of 11,292 

kilometres, involving over two crore citizens against 

alcoholism and liquor.  

 ISKCON’s Govardhan eco village in Thane district has 

been conferred with the UNWTO Award for Innovation in 

the category of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) 

at the annual United Nations World Tourism Organization 

(UNWTO) Awards. 

 Technology giant Apple has emerged as the most 

innovative company for 2016. 
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 India's ace shuttler Saina Nehwal has won the Malaysia 

Masters Grand Prix Gold title at Sarawak in Malaysia. She 

defeated Pornpawee Chochuwong of Thailand. 

 National Girl Child Day celebrated on 24th January in New 

Delhi in view of exemplary achievements by nation's 

daughters during last year.  

 Transportation app Ola has appointed former PepsiCo 

executive Vishal Kaul as its Chief Operating Officer.  He 

succeeds Pranay Jivrajka. 

 Foreign Secretary S Jaishankar got a one-year extension. 

The nod for the extension of his tenure till January 28, 

2018 was given by the Appointments Committee of the 

Cabinet 

 Siddhartha Murarka has been appointed as the Chairman 

of the Eastern India Regional Council of The Institute of 

Company Secretaries of India (ICSI). 

 The World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2017 was 

held in Davos-Klosters, Switzerland. The theme was 

Responsive and Responsible Leadership. 

 Priya Entertainments Pvt. Ltd has set up an ecotourism 

project at Khairabera, foothills of Baghmundi, in Purulia 

district of West Bengal. 

 Renowned Urdu poet Naqsh Lyallpuri died at the age of 

88. 

 Dhruv Sunish finally got the taste of ITF Juniors title when 

he won the boys singles crown downing Kazakhstan's 

Dostanbek Tashbulatov at the Dakshin Kalikata Sansad 

clay courts. 

 Election Commission of India celebrated the 7th National 

Voters’ Day across the country on 25th Jan 

 In United States, the Senate has confirmed Nikki Haley as 

the next Ambassador to the United Nations, making her 

the first Indian-American to serve on a Cabinet rank 

position in any presidential administration. 

 US President Donald Trump has signed an executive 

order to advance controversial Keystone XL and Dakota 

Access pipelines. 

 Former Australian cricketers Matthew Hayden and David 

Boon have been inducted into the Australian Cricket Hall 

of Fame. 

 Retired all-rounder Shane Watson has been adjudged 

Cricket Australia's T20 International Player of the Year. 

 Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro has awarded the 

first ever Hugo Chavez Prize for Peace and Sovereignty to 

Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

 The draw for the 2018 FIFA World Cup finals hosted by 

Russia will take place in the Kremlin the country’s 

Football Union (RFU) chief Vitaly Mutko stated. 

 Virat Kohli became the fastest batsman in the world to 

score 1,000 runs as captain in One-Day Internationals 

(ODIs). 

 India celebrated its 68th Republic Day on 26th Jan 2017. 

This year's guest of honour is the Crown Prince of Abu 

Dhabi Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 

 Meghalaya Governor V Shanmuganathan has resigned 

after a controversy was triggered by reports in local 

media, which accused him of sexual misconduct. 

 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 

has announced a total ban on polythene carry bags from 

May 1, 2017 across the state.  

 Burj Khalifa tower, the world's tallest building located in 

Dubai, has lit up in the colours of the Indian National flag 

on 25th January 2017 and 26th January 2017 to celebrate 

India's 68th Republic Day. 

 India's largest online travel portal MakeMyTrip has 

launched the first ever social luxury travel magazine 

called 'Luxury Travel Times'.  

 Indian Super League side Delhi Dynamos announced that 

they have appointed Ashish Shah as their new CEO.  

 A Keshav Krishna, a scientist at the National Geophysical 

Research Institute (NGRI) has been selected for the 

National Geoscience Award for 2016. 

 3 personnel from the Rashtriya Rifles unit of the Indian 

Army have been awarded the Sena Medal for killing 

Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani. Major 

Sandeep Kumar, Captain Manik Sharma and Naik Arvind 

Singh Chauhan led the operation on July 8, 2016. 

 US President Donald Trump has signed directives to build 

a wall along the US border with Mexico and crack down 

on US cities that shield illegal immigrants, proceeding 

quickly on sweeping and divisive plans to Kerb 

immigration and boost national security. 

 
 Russian Ambassador Alexander Kadakin, a fluent Hindi-

speaking career diplomat considered a great friend of 

India, passed away at the age of 67. 

 Emmy award-winning US actress Mary Tyler Moore has 

passed away at the age of 80.  
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 The government stated that 119 banks are connected 

with the Aadhaar-enabled payment system and 33.87 

crore transactions have taken place through Aadhaar-

enabled payment systems. 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 

successfully ground tested the Cryogenic Upper Stage 

engine meant for the rocket GSLV-Mark-III. 

 Karnataka Bank Ltd has signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) with the Rajkot-based Tirth Agro 

Technology Pvt Ltd (manufacturer of agricultural 

equipment and implements) for financing agricultural 

mechanisation. 

 Gullapalli N. Rao, a noted Indian eye doctor, has been 

selected to the 2017 Ophthalmology Hall of Fame 

instituted by the American Society of Cataract and 

Refractive Surgery 

 Telangana government has signed a memorandum of 

agreement with French firm Aerocampus Aquitaine, 

known for aircraft maintenance skill training, to create a 

world-class aero skill academy. 

 US President Donald Trump has appointed prominent 

Indian-American attorney Uttam Dhillon to a key White 

House position. 

 The U.S. healthcare giant Johnson & Johnson buys 

Switzerland based bio-pharmaceutical firm, Actelion, for 

$30billion (27.9 billion euros). 

 In order to woo the young audiences at the 2020 

Olympics, the organisers of the Tokyo Games have 

unveiled Japan's cult anime character Son Goku as its 

ambassador 

 29th January 2017 is observed as the National 

Immunization Day.  

 In a first, India's Fanatic Sports Museum opened to the 

public in Kolkata .  

 Former HC judge Justice P Vishwanath Shetty was 

administered the oath of office by governor Vajubhai R 

Vala. 

 The Centre has appointed AP Singh, who was earlier Joint 

Secretary in the Department of Investment and Public 

Asset Management, as the interim Managing Director and 

CEO of IPPB. 

 Denmark has announced it will appoint a 'digital 

ambassador' to manage its relationship with technology 

giants like Google and Apple, becoming the first country 

to do so.  

 Ant Financial, e-commerce giant Alibaba’s financial arm, 

has reached an agreement to acquire American money-

transfer major MoneyGram for $880 million. 

 Switzerland's Roger Federer became the second player in 

tennis history after Novak Djokovic to crossing $100 

million (over ₹680 crore) in tournament earnings after 

winning the Australian Open 

 India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) kicked off its operations 

by rolling out pilot services in Raipur and Ranchi. The 

bank will offer an interest rate of 4.5% on deposits up to 

₹25,000; 5% on deposits of ₹25,000-50,000 and 5.5% on 

₹50,000-1,00,000.The paid up equity of the new bank is 

₹800 crore, of which the government has already infused 

₹275 crore 

 In a big relief to people, RBI has announced lifting of 

restrictions on daily withdrawal of money from ATMs 

with effect from 1 February 2017 and has also withdrawn 

all limits on Current Accounts and overdraft accounts 

with immediate effect. 

 Reserve Bank of India on January 29, 2017 informed that 

the Foreign Exchange Reserves of India rose by 932.4 

million dollars to 360.775 billion dollars for the second 

consecutive week ended January 20, 2017 

 Supreme Court (SC) appointed former Comptroller and 

Auditor General (CAG) chief Vinod Rai as BCCI chief, along 

with noted historian Ramachandra Guha and IDFC MD & 

CEO Vikram Limaye as administrators of the sport body. 

 Miss France Iris Mittenaere was crowned Miss Universe 

2016 at the Mall of Asia Arena . Miss Colombia Andrea 

Tovar won second runner-up. 

 Dushyant Chautala has been appointed as the president of 

the Table Tennis Federation of India (TTFI). Chautala is 

the youngest president of the apex body.  

 Indian shuttler PV Sindhu won the Syed Modi 

International Grand Prix Gold after beating Indonesia's 

Gregoria Mariska in the final. 
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