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Quiz Date: 10th June 2020 

Directions (1-10): Read the following passage, divided into number of paragraphs, carefully and answer the 
questions given below it. Certain words are given in bold to help you locate them while answering some of the 
questions. 
 
Paragraph 1: In recent research, we investigated the impact of rainfall shocks on educational outcomes for 
children aged in-utero to 16, in rural India (Drought of Opportunities: Contemporaneous and Long-Term 
Impacts of Rainfall Shocks on Human Capital, 2017). We obtained data on simple literacy and numeracy test 
scores for over two million children tested between 2005 and 2009 for the Annual Status of Education Report 
(ASER) by non-governmental organization Pratham. This data set has test scores on children who have never 
enrolled, who are currently enrolled, and who have dropped out of school. 
 
Paragraph 2: We matched the ASER data to rainfall measures from weather stations all over India. We used 
rainfall as a proxy for agricultural productivity, which allowed us to separate the effects of productivity from 
other differences across places. Because we had observations of rainfall and test scores for each district over 
many years, we could measure within-district differences between good, bad and normal rainfall years. By 
accounting for both district-specific effects (some places just have higher test scores than others), and year-
specific effects (test scores might be getting better or worse over time), we could be sure of isolating the 
effect of rainfall, and its underlying effects on productivity, on human capital investment. 
 
Paragraph 3: We found that children who experienced droughts early in life score lower on tests and are less 
likely to be enrolled in school. This is consistent with previous literature (Under the Weather: Health, 
Schooling, and Economic Consequences of Early-Life Rainfall by Sharon L. Maccini and Dean Yang, 2009, and 
Killing Me Softly: The Fetal Origins Hypothesis by Douglas Almond and Janet Currie, 2011). What we found next 
surprised us. For older children, when rainfall (and therefore, the prevailing wage) is higher, test scores, 
attendance, and enrolment decrease. A positive rainfall shock increases wages by 2% and decreases math test 
scores by 1-6%, decreases school attendance by 2 percentage points, and decreases the probability that a 
child is enrolled in school by 1 percentage point. This implies that a positive rainfall shock increases the urban-
rural enrolment gap by 15% for 5-16-year-olds. 
 
Paragraph 4: To look into what children are doing with their time, we turned to another large household survey 
in India, the National Sample Survey (NSS). Matching this survey to the rainfall data helped confirm our 
hypothesis—we observed that children are less likely to report school as their primary activity when rains are 
good, and more likely to do so during droughts. They are more likely to report wage labour, work at home (on 
farms or in other businesses) and domestic work as their primary activity when rainfall is abundant. It appears 
households are responding to higher wages by either having children work in agriculture themselves, or fill in 
for adults at home while they work. The increased opportunity cost of schooling affects the families’ decision 
to invest in education. 
 
Paragraph 5: Taken together, the results for early life and older children make sense. The extra income and 
food supply generated during a good harvest is especially important during the in-utero period and for infants 
and young children whose brains are still developing. Babies and toddlers are also too young to be of help on 
the farm or at home, so the substitution effect is not relevant for them. Hence, the income effect dominates. 
As a child gets older, the relative benefits of nutrition for cognitive ability decrease, while schooling and other 
time-intensive activities like studying become important in overall test scores. Moreover, they can now be 
productive in agriculture and at home. Hence, wages increase and labour is in high demand, schooling may 
take a back seat to farm and/or domestic work for poor families. 
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Q1. How according to the author the recent research on impact of rainfall shocks help in determining 
educational outcomes for children as mentioned in Paragraph 1? 
(I)The research would provide an exact report of long-term impacts of rainfall on Human Capital. 
(II)The final data by Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) would provide test scores on children who have 
never enrolled, who are currently enrolled, and who have dropped out of school. 
(III)The report would help in obtaining data on simple literacy especially of children up to 16 years of age in 
rural India.  
 
(a)Only (I) is correct 
(b)Only (II) is correct  
(c)Both (II) and (III) are correct 
(d)Both (I) and (III) are correct 
(e)All are correct  
 
Q2. Why according to the passage the rainfall was used as a proxy for agricultural productivity as mentioned in 
Paragraph 2? 
(I)It allowed in separating the effects of productivity from other differences across places in the country. 
(II)Since with help of observations of rainfall and test scores for each district over many years it was easy to 
measure within-district differences between good, bad and normal rainfall years. 
(III)By accounting for both district-specific effects and year-specific effects, it was possible to isolate the effect 
of rainfall, and its underlying effects on productivity, on human capital investment. 
 
(a)Only (I) is correct 
(b)Only (II) is correct 
(c)Only (III) is correct 
(d)Both (II) and (III) are correct 
(e)All are correct 
 
Q3. Which of the following statements is not true in context of the paragraph 3? 
(a)It was found that children who experienced droughts early in life score lower on tests and are less likely to 
be enrolled in school. 
(b)For older children, when rainfall (and therefore, the prevailing wage) is higher, test scores, attendance, and 
enrolment decrease. 
(c) A positive rainfall shock increases the urban-rural enrolment gap by 15% for 5-16-year-olds. 
(d) A positive rainfall shock increases school attendance by 2 percentage points, and decreases the probability 
that a child is enrolled in school by 1 percentage point. 
(e)All are true. 
 
Q4. What are the major outcomes after tallying the rainfall data and survey conducted by National Sample 
Survey (NSS) as mentioned in Paragraph 4? 
(I) It is observed that children are less likely to report school as their primary activity when rains are good, and 
more likely to do so during droughts. 
(II) It is observed that households are responding to higher wages by either having children work in agriculture 
themselves, or fill in for adults at home while they work. 
(III) It is realized that the increased opportunity cost of schooling affects the families’ decision to invest in 
education. 
 
(a)Only (I) is correct 
(b)Only (II) is correct 
(c)Only (III) is correct 
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(d)Both (I) and (II) are correct 
(e)All are correct 
 
Q5. How according to the author income effect prevails over substitution effect as mentioned in Paragraph 5? 
(I) During the in-utero period and for infants and young children whose brains are still developing are too 
young to be of help on the farm or at home. 
(II) As a child gets older, they can be productive in agriculture and at home and thus there is an increment in 
wages and demand of labour for poor families.  
(III) The results for early life and older children have the desired effect of increasing household income, but it 
may also change the opportunity cost of time-intensive investments like schooling. 
 
(a)Only (I) is correct 
(b)Only (II) is correct 
(c)Both (I) and (II) are correct 
(d)Both (II) and (III) are correct 
(e)All are correct 
 
Q6. Which one of the following is the most appropriate title for the given passage? 
(a) Impact of rainfall shocks on education outcomes. 
(b) Why a good monsoon leads to bad scores in agriculture exams 
(c) Agricultural Volatility and Investments in Children 
(d) Economic Consequences of Early-Life Rainfall 
(e) Collaboration of rainfall data, ASER and NSS  
 
Directions (7-8): Choose the word/group of words which is most similar in meaning to the word/group of words 
printed in bold as used in passage. 
 
Q7. Contemporaneous 
(a)History 
(b)Existent 
(c)Incident 
(d)Coetaneous 
(e)Satellite  
 
Q8. Proxy 
(a)Behest 
(b)Surrogate  
(c)Precept 
(d)Injunction 
(e)License 
 
Directions (9-10): Choose the word/group of words which is most opposite in meaning to the word/group of 
words printed in bold as used in passage. 
 
Q9. Abundant 
(a)Copious 
(b)Thorough 
(c)Competent 
(d)Sparse 
(e)Exact 
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Q10. Cognitive 
(a)Subjective 
(b)Reasonable 
(c)Logical  
(d)Lucid 
(e)Physical 

 
 
 
 
 

Directions (11-15): In each of the questions given below a word is given in bold.  The word is then used 

in four sentences. Find the sentence in which it is used incorrectly. If it is used correctly in all the given 

sentence then choose option (e) as your choice. 

Q11. DAPPER 
(a) In the roaring twenties, all of the dapper men took a great deal of care with their appearance. 
(b) The mother dressed her son in his most dapper attire for the family reunion. 
(c) Jessi gazed up at him, overwhelmed by the compelling dapper around him, without understanding it 
(d) With a nice suit and some hot water, the homeless man is going to look quite dapper for his job 
interview. 
(e) None of these 
 
Q12. REVELATION 
(a) In the great invasion of 480-479 the Athenians displayed an unflinching revelation which could not 
be shaken even by the evacuation and destruction of their native city. 
(b) When he was arrested for driving so much over the speed limit, he came to the revelation that he 
might need to slow down. 
(c) After her friend was killed in a DUI related accident, the college student came to the revelation not 
to drink and drive. 
(d) Finishing the race in last place, the runner came to the revelation that he was no longer in good 
shape. 
(e) None of these 
 
Q13. NADIR 
(a) The relationship between the two countries reached a nadir in the 1920s. 
(b) Even though we thought we had reached our nadir and would fail to meet the project deadline, we 
were still able to complete the work on time. 
(c) Since the relationship between the two warring nations has reached its nadir, world leaders are 
greatly concerned about the risk of nuclear war. 
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(d) When winter arrives, day length and temperatures both reach their annual nadir. 
(e) None of these 
 
Q14. INEFFABLE 
(a) Morrel listened to catch the last sound of her dress brushing the branches, and of her footstep on the 
gravel, then raised his eyes with an ineffable smile of thankfulness to heaven for being permitted to be 
thus loved, and then also disappeared. 
(b) Ineffable realizations are experienced; and in fact, as we read about them, we can only be amazed. 
(c) His works are invariably ineffable and easily can be described in a few words. 
(d) I had forgotten all; I knew not what was passing in me; with my soul rather than my senses, I 
breathed an air of ineffable sweetness 
(e) None of these 
 
Q15. RECIPROCATE 
(a) She smiles at her secretary; she never reciprocates a greeting or farewell verbally except with 
clients. 
(b) Exposure to the sun can reciprocate the ageing process. 
(c) If you want to pass on a good deed, reciprocate the favor to a complete stranger. 
(d) Jill is hesitating to loan money to people because most of them are unwilling to reciprocate when 
she is in need financially.   
(e) None of these  

 
Solutions  

S1. Ans. (c) 
Sol. Read the first paragraph carefully, both the points (II) and (III) are clearly mentioned which helped in 
determining the impact of rainfall shocks on educational outcomes for children. Hence (c) is the correct option 
in context of the paragraph. 
 
S2. Ans. (e) 
Sol. Read the second paragraph carefully, all the statements are nicely explained in the paragraph. Hence (e) is 
the correct option. 
 
S3. Ans. (d) 
Sol. Refer the sentence in the third paragraph, “A positive rainfall shock increases wages by 2% and decreases 
math test scores by 1-6%, decreases school attendance by 2 percentage points, and decreases the probability 
that a child is enrolled in school by 1 percentage point.” Hence sentence (d) is incorrect in context of the 
paragraph. 
 
S4. Ans. (e) 
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Sol. Read the fourth paragraph carefully, all three statements are clearly mentioned there. Hence (e) is the 
correct option.  
 
S5. Ans. (c) 
Sol. Read the last paragraph of the passage carefully, it can be easily inferred from there that only statements 
(I) and (II) explain the domination of income effect over substitution effect when the results are combined 
together. Hence (c) is the correct choice. 
 
S6. Ans. (a) 
Sol. Read the whole passage carefully, it can be inferred that the complete passage talks about the impact of 
rainfall shocks on education outcomes in rural India. Hence (a) is the most apt title for the given passage. 
 
S7. Ans. (d) 
Sol. Contemporaneous means existing at or occurring in the same period of time; contemporary. Coetaneous 
means having the same age or date of origin; contemporary. Hence both are similar in meanings.  
 
S8. Ans. (b) 
Sol. Proxy means the authority to represent someone else, especially in voting. Surrogate means a substitute, 
especially a person deputizing for another in a specific role or office. Hence both are similar in meanings.  
Behest means a person's orders or command. 
Precept means a general rule intended to regulate behaviour or thought. 
Injunction means an authoritative warning or order. 
 
S9. Ans. (d) 
Sol. Abundant means existing or available in large quantities; plentiful. Sparse means scanty; in short supply. 
Hence both are opposite in meanings. 
 
S10. Ans. (e) 
Sol. Cognitive means concerning the mind; emotional. Hence ‘Physical’ is the word most opposite in meaning 
to it. 
Lucid means expressed clearly; easy to understand. 
 
S11. Ans. (c) 
Sol. ‘Dapper’ is an adjective which means (of a man) neat and trim in dress and appearance. However, in 
sentence (c) it fails to provide the intended meaning. Hence, option (c) is the correct choice. 
 
S12. Ans. (a) 
Sol. ‘Revelation’ is a noun which means a surprising and previously unknown fact that has been 
disclosed to others. However, in sentence (a) it fails to provide the intended meaning. Hence, option (a) 
is the correct choice. ‘Resolution’ can be used in place of revelation. 
 
S13. Ans. (e) 
Sol. ‘Nadir’ is a noun which means the lowest or most unsuccessful point in a situation. All given 
sentences are absolutely correct and the word given in bold provides the precise contextual meaning. 
Hence option (e) is the most viable answer choice. 
 
S14. Ans. (c) 
Sol. ‘Ineffable’ is an adjective which means too great or extreme to be expressed or described in words. 
However, in sentence (c) it fails to provide the intended meaning. Hence, option (c) is the correct choice. 
In place of ineffable a word like imbued (Inspire or permeate with (a feeling or quality) can be used. 
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S15. Ans. (b) 
Sol. ‘Reciprocate’ is a verb which means responding to (a gesture or action) by making a corresponding 
one. However, in sentence (b) it fails to provide the intended meaning. Hence, option (b) is the correct 
choice. 
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