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Quiz Date: 27th June 2020 

Directions (1- 10): Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given 

below them. Certain words/phrases have been printed in bold to help you locate them while 

answering some of the questions. 

Paragraph 1: We celebrated Mother’s Day a few weeks ago— a day which makes us reflect on 
everything our mothers have done for us. Whether by staying at home and sacrificing their careers for 
us or by making sure that they packed our lunch boxes by getting up at 5am since they were out at work 
too. Most of us have reached where we are by dint of the effort our mothers (working or otherwise) put 
into our upbringing. It was thus rather disconcerting to have read an article titled Women in the 
workforce — no role for public policy, published on 7 May in this paper, which does little to encourage 
the already abysmal population of women at work by invidiously suggesting that working moms are 
failures insofar as child rearing goes compared to their stay-at-home sisters. I certainly champion free 
speech and believe that the ability to listen to opposing points of view is necessary for any kind of 
intelligent discourse, so here’s where I’d like to step in to make a counter argument. 
 
Paragraph 2: In his article, V. Anantha Nageswaran talks about the need for public policy to stay out of 
the discussions on encouraging women to be a larger part of the workforce. He presents his facts in a 
way that make you think that he is handing out freedom of choice, while the tone is skewed towards 
convincing women to fulfil their traditional, socially enforced role — that of being a nurturer, leaving the 
hunting to their more capable partners. He argues that when the International Monetary Fund says that 
increasing the labour force participation rate for women will increase India’s economic growth rate they 
are confusing correlation and association with causation. Nageswaran stands guilty of making the same 
mistake when he uses the World Happiness Report to insinuate that an educated stay-at-home mother 
with emotional and intellectual stability, is likely to bring up emotionally healthy humans and thus likely 
to contribute more to economic growth than she would by spending time at work. He further adds that 
there is a significant opportunity cost to having women in the work place. 
 
Paragraph 3: This is in stark contrast to the facts as they stand. A recent McKinsey Global Institute 
report on “The power of parity: Advancing women’s equality in Asia Pacific”, projected India achieving 
an 18% increase over business-as-usual GDP just by advancing women’s equality. McKinsey further 
found that if the gender gap is closed in their “full potential” scenario, up to $28 trillion extra could be 
added to global GDP growth by 2025. So clearly, there is an economic and empirically verified case for 
having more women in the workplace. 
 
Paragraph 4: While the writer caveats his argument by saying that women must make that conscious 
choice themselves and public policy has no role in that, his tone endorses the benefits of women staying 
out of the workforce. He forgets that today there are enough examples of working women bringing up 
intellectually and emotionally balanced children. A woman who is fulfilling her inherent potential and 
achieving her personal goals is more likely to be emotionally secure herself than possibly a woman who 
is forced to stay at home precisely for the arguments made above. 
 
Paragraph 5: Women today should not have to feel like they are failing in their maternal and wifely 
duties just because they have chosen to put their personal ambitions on par with the needs of their 
families. Women do not raise their hands enough because society has led them to question their 
capabilities and priorities at every step of the way. To balance out these pressures every woman needs 
the support of public policy. That is precisely why these discourses and decisions to “interfere” are so 
important to build a fair and equitable society. In the constant struggle to ensure that women get their 
rightful place under the sun, these articles do nothing but push the onus of guilt even more strongly on 
women themselves. This calls to mind a Hindu prayer which asks to, “Give wisdom to the strong and 
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courage to the weak”. Public policy and many of us are helping by trying to instil courage in our 
women, but who will teach wisdom to the strong?  
 
Q1. Why the author seems anxious and curious in the first paragraph of the passage? 
 
(a) As the author found the content of the article irrelevant to the theme of the subject. 
(b) As the author recognized the article on ‘Women in the workforce’ as bewildering. 
(c) As finding the other side of the coin is what the author believes in. 
(d) both (b) and (c) 
(e) All are correct. 
 
Q2. Which of the following arguments suggested by the author of the article against the participation of 
women in nation building in paragraph 2? 
(I)Women can better help in nurturing an emotionally healthy human than spending their time at work. 
(II)Participation of women at the work place may cause the loss of opportunity cost.  
(III)Contribution of men towards the economic growth is totally incomparable to women.  
  
(a)Only (I) 
(b)Both (I) and (II) 
(c)Both (II) and (III) 
(d)Only (III) 
(e)All (I), (II) and (III) 
 
Q3. What conclusion did the author arrive at?  
 
(a) Women must be treated equal to men. 
(b) Women should be allowed to work as they contribute GDP growth of the nation.  
(c) Women should not be allowed to work for better upbringing of the children. 
(d) Women should be given the right to make choices on their own.  
(e) None of the above. 
 
Q4. The author’s tone in context to the passage is  
 
(a) descriptive 
(d) argumentative 
(c) sarcastic 
(d) analytical 
(e) cynical 
 
Q5. The author has used the phrase “Give wisdom to the strong and courage to the weak” in the 
passage. what does ‘strong’ refers to in context to the passage? 
 
(a) Women 
(b) The public policy 
(c) Government 
(d) Society  
(e) The Articles 
 
Direction (6- 8): Which of the following alternatives among the five provides the most similar 
meaning(s) of the word given in BOLD as used in the passage? 
 
Q6. Abysmal 
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(I) atrocious 
(II) deplorable 
(III) woeful 
(IV) dreadful 
 
(a) Only (I) 
(b) Only (II) and (III) 
(c) Only (III) and (IV) 
(d) Only (I), (II) and (IV) 
(e) All are correct 
 
Q7. Caveats 
 
(I) nefarious 
(II) admonition  
(III) caution 
(IV) detritus 
 
(a) Only (I) 
(b) Only (II) and (III) 
(c) Only (III) and (IV) 
(d) Only (I), (II) and (IV) 
(e) All are correct 
 
Q8. Onus 
 
(I) liability 
(II) encumbrance 
(III) plausible 
(IV) obligation 
 
(a) Only (I) 
(b) Only (II) and (III) 
(c) Only (III) and (IV) 
(d) Only (I), (II) and (IV) 
(e) All are correct 
 
Direction (9- 10): Which of the following alternatives among the five provides the most opposite 
meaning(s) of the word given in BOLD as used in the passage? 
 
Q9. Insinuate  
(I) splendid 
(II) contrite 
(III) withhold 
(IV) conceal 
 
(a) Only (I) 
(b) Only (II) and (III) 
(c) Only (III) and (IV) 
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(d) Only (I), (II) and (IV) 
(e) All are correct 
 
Q10. Disconcert 
 
(I) unravel 
(II) rigorous  
(III) unperturbed 
(IV) encourage 
 
(a) Only (I) 
(b) Only (II) and (III) 
(c) Only (III) and (IV) 
(d) Only (I), (II) and (IV) 
(e) All are correct 

 
 

 
 
 
Directions (11- 15): Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given 

below them. Certain words/phrases have been printed in bold to help you locate them while 

answering some of the questions. 

 
The U.S. and China are now reckoning with the potential costs of their trade conflict to their 
domestic economies. Whether last week’s punitive tariffs threat by the U.S. on Chinese imports will 
explode in a full-blown trade war between the two countries is an open question. The answer may 
depend in part on the Trump administration’s broader aim to counter the ‘Made in China 2025’ 
strategy, which aims to transform China’s economy from a manufacturing base to a world leader in 
scientific innovation. 
 
To that end, the United States Trade Representative (USTR), in August 2017, launched suo motu an 
investigation into China’s alleged unfair trade practices related to technology transfer, innovation 
and intellectual property. The Section 301 probe reflected diminishing U.S. support for the World 
Trade Organization, in the same manner as the U.S. Commerce Department’s launching of an 
investigation against dumping and subsidies of Chinese aluminium last November. The USTR 
findings have singled out strategic Chinese innovation enterprises in the robotics, semiconductors, 
aerospace and information technology sectors as examples of non-reciprocal investment practices, 
denial of competitive advantage and intellectual property theft. While many of these concerns 
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resonate across Europe and beyond, coordinated action between these countries and a 
unilateralist U.S. to counter China’s quest for global dominance seems unlikely. If anything, 
uncertainty over the 25% and 10% global tariffs imposed in March on U.S. steel and aluminium 
imports respectively, on grounds of national security, has principally affected Washington’s 
traditional allies and exposed an indiscriminate America First approach. 
 
In a torrent of tit-for-tat tariffs announced last week, China retaliated with increased duties on 128 
U.S. (mostly) farm and food products worth $3 billion. This was followed by the U.S.’s 25% increase 
in duty on over 1,000 industrial and technology items worth $50 billion, resulting from the USTR 
investigation, triggering a matching retaliation from Beijing targeting soybeans, cars and chemicals. 
 
As the US-China trade relationship deteriorates countries with the biggest economies in the world, 
such as Japan, are warning that free trade is under threat. “Japan must protect the framework of 
free trade based on the WTO," Taro Kono, Japan's foreign minister said. American trade 
representatives also fear Chinese companies, including state owned ones, will now look for other 
countries to trade with. “We’ve heard from some member companies that any deterioration in US-
China relations may open the door for some of their international competitors to capture their 
market share in the China market," Jacob Parker, US-China Business Council, Vice President of 
China Operations, said. 
  
Both sides are now reckoning with the potential costs to their domestic economies from the pain 
they propose to inflict on each other. After all, manufacturing jobs in America’s Rust Belt states 
would be hit by the latest U.S. tariffs. Similarly, the soybeans levy will likely hurt Chinese consumer 
demand for cooking oil and animal feed. Given growing opposition, even among Republicans, 
against the extreme economic nationalists in their party, the political fallout from the contentious 
tariffs could be huge for U.S. President Donald Trump in the November mid-term Congressional 
elections. Equally, China’s largely exports-driven economy may not have enough elbow room to 
withstand further escalation of ongoing trade battles. The U.S.’s 2017 merchandise exports to China 
were up 12.8% over a year earlier, in stark contrast with a rise from 2.1% in 2000 to 8.4% in 2017, 
says a 2018 U.S. Congressional Research Service report. It calls for reflection on the meaning of the 
U.S. trade deficit. 
 
Q11. What is ‘Made in China 2025’ strategy? 
(a) innovation in the robotics, semiconductors, aerospace and information technology sectors. 
(b) Upto the year 2025 Chinese companies will extend their international markets including state 
owned ones and will look for other countries to trade with including Japan. 
(c) Escalating its export driven economy to withstand trade battles. 
(d) To transform China’s economy from a manufacturing base to a world leader in scientific 
innovation. 
(e) Both (a) and (d). 
 
Q12. What is the meaning of the phrase ‘suo motu’? 
(a)to dare to do something. 
(b)to investigate lawfully. 
(c)where a government agency acts on its own cognizance. 
(d)from nothing comes nothing. 
(e)none of these. 
 
Q13. In context of the passage what could be the advantage for other countries by deterioration in 
U.S.-China relations? 
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(a) Japan’s continued economic development will bring the country increasingly into direct 
competition with the United States. 
(b)it may open the door for some of their international competitors to capture their market share in 
the China market. 
(c)Manufacturing jobs in other countries would not be hit by the latest U.S tariffs. 
(d)China and other countries will have enough room to withstand further escalation of ongoing 
trade battles. 
(e)None of these. 
 
Q14. What must be the appropriate title for the passage? 
(a) China and its illegal strategies. 
(b) Made in China 2025 
(c) Tit-for-tat tariffs 
(d) U.S. and China’s quest for global dominance 
(e) None of these. 
 
Q15. What are the factors that have affected Washington’s traditional allies? 
(a) strategic Chinese innovation enterprises in the robotics, semiconductors, aerospace and 
information technology sectors. 
(b) China retaliated with increased duties on 128 U.S. (mostly) farm and food products worth $3 
billion. 
(c) Uncertainty over the 25% and 10% global tariffs imposed in March on U.S. steel and aluminium 
imports respectively, on grounds of national security. 
(d) Both (a) and (b) 
(e) Both (b) and (c) 

 

 
 
 

Solutions  
 

S1. Ans. (d) 
Sol. With respect to the first paragraph of the passage, we can conclude that both the sentences (b) and 
(c) are correct. The article, which author finds disconcerting or bewildering, deals with the theme of 
child rearing done better by women at home rather than women at work. Hence the author wants to 
listen the opposing points of view after coming to any conclusion, this makes option (d) as correct 
answer choice.   
Refer the lines “…an article titled Women in the workforce — no role for public policy, published on 7 
May in this paper, which does little to encourage the already abysmal population of women at work by 
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invidiously suggesting that working moms are failures insofar as child rearing goes compared to their 
stay-at-home sisters. I certainly champion free speech and believe that the ability to listen to opposing 
points of view is necessary for any kind of intelligent discourse, so here’s where I’d like to step in to 
make a counter argument.” 
 
S2. Ans. (b) 
Sol. The author of the article has put forward his own arguments in second paragraph against the 
participation of women in nation building. He has given ample explanations where he describes women 
as a nurturer rather than considering them a potential worth for the country’s economy. Both the first 
and the second statements can be inferred from the paragraph. However, the last statement doesn’t 
justify the author’s point of view as he hasn’t pointed anywhere in the passage regarding the issue. 
Hence option (b) is the correct choice in the context of the passage. 
Refer the lines “He presents his facts in a way that make you think that he is handing out freedom of 
choice, while the tone is skewed towards convincing women to fulfil their traditional, socially enforced 
role — that of being a nurturer, leaving the hunting to their more capable partners.” 
“He further adds that there is a significant opportunity cost to having women in the work place.” 
 
S3. Ans. (d) 
Sol. Refer the lines mentioned in the fifth paragraph of the passage “Women today should not have to 
feel like they are failing in their maternal and wifely duties just because they have chosen to put their 
personal ambitions on par with the needs of their families.” From which we can derive that women 
should not be forced to do the things which are against their will. 
All the other sentences are irrelevant in context to the passage. 
Hence option (d) is the most appropriate choice. 
 
S4. Ans. (d) 
Sol. The tone of the author is analytical as the author tried to follow the chain of reasoning while 
drawing the inference. The author has analysed different points of view in favor of or against the subject 
before arriving at any conclusion. Hence option (d) is the correct choice. 
 
S5. Ans. (d) 
Sol. Here ‘strong’ refers to the society who dominates women in their decision while ‘weak’ refers 
to women who do not get freedom to make their own choices and ‘courage’ refers to the ‘public 
policy’ which empower their status. 
Hence option (d) is the correct answer choice. 
Refer the lines “This calls to mind a Hindu prayer which asks to, “Give wisdom to the strong and 
courage to the weak”. Public policy and many of us are helping by trying to instil courage in our 
women, but who will teach wisdom to the strong?” 
“Women do not raise their hands enough because society has led them to question their capabilities and 
priorities at every step of the way.” 
 
S6. Ans. (e) 
Sol. Abysmal means extremely bad; appalling. Hence all the words are similar in meaning to 
abysmal. 
 
S7. Ans. (b) 
Sol. Caveats means a warning or proviso of specific stipulations, conditions, or limitations. Hence it 
has similar meaning as admonition and caution. 
Detritus means waste. 
Nefarious means wicked or criminal. 
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S8. Ans. (d) 
Sol. Onus means something that is one's duty or responsibility. Hence it has same meaning as 
liability, encumbrance and obligation. 
Plausible means in a way that seems reasonable or probable. 
 
S9. Ans. (c) 
Sol. Insinuate means suggest or hint (something bad) in an indirect and unpleasant way. Hence it 
has opposite meaning as withhold and conceal. 
Splendid means magnificent. 
Contrite means feeling or expressing remorse at recognition that one has done wrong. 
 
S10. Ans. (c) 
Sol. Disconcert means disturb the composure of; unsettle. Hence it has opposite meaning as 
unperturbed and encourage.  
Unravel means investigate and solve or explain (something complicated or puzzling). 
Rigorous means extremely thorough and careful. 
 
S11. Ans (e) 
Sol. Refer to the first paragraph where it is mentioned that Trump administration’s broader aim is 
to counter the ‘Made in China 2025’ strategy, which aims to transform China’s economy from a 
manufacturing base to a world leader in scientific innovation. Also in the second paragraph we are 
talking about strategic Chinese innovation enterprises in the robotics, semiconductors, aerospace 
and information technology sectors. Hence option (e) is the answer. 
 
S12. Ans(c) 
Sol. It is mentioned that the United States Trade Representative (USTR), in August, 2017, launched 
‘suo motu’ an investigation into China’s alleged unfair trade practices related to technology transfer, 
innovation and intellectual property. This clearly means that the USTR acted by its own motion that 
is by its own cognizance to look into the matters of China’s alleged unfair trade practices. 
 
S13. Ans (b) 
Sol. Refer to the fourth paragraph it is illustrated that as the US-China trade relationship 
deteriorates countries with the biggest economies in the world, such as Japan, are warning that free 
trade is under threat. American trade representatives also fear Chinese companies, including state 
owned ones, will now look for other countries to trade with. They've heard from some member 
companies that any deterioration in US-China relations may open the door for some of their 
international competitors to capture their market share in the China market. 
 
S14. Ans (c) 
Sol. Option (c) stands out as the best title for the passage. This is so since the whole passage is 
talking about the tariffs imposed by China and U.S. and how they are retaliating to each other which 
is causing a deterioration in their relations and a impact on their domestic economies. This is also 
making the international competitors to capture their market share in the China market. 
 
S15. Ans(c) 
Sol. Refer to the second paragraph which gives statistical data that if anything, uncertainty over the 
25% and 10% global tariffs imposed in March on U.S. steel and aluminium imports respectively, on 
grounds of national security, has principally affected Washington’s traditional allies and exposed an 
indiscriminate America First approach. Hence option (c) is the most suitable choice. 
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