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Quiz Date: 3rd August 2020  

Directions (1-5): In the given passage several blanks are given and for each blank 
five alternatives are provided with two words each. Choose the option from which 
both words can fill in the blanks to make a grammatically correct and contextually 
meaningful sentence. If none of the given options can fit the blank then choose 
option (e) ‘None of these’ as your answer. 
 
The Iranian share of Indian oil imports stood at 10%. While it would not be impossible for 
India to replace Iranian oil, the American announcement failed to _____(1)______ the strategic 
importance of Iran in Indian foreign policy and the damage it could do to India-Iran 
relations. Iran’s strategic location and the common concerns of both countries regarding 
the future of Afghanistan and the threat of terrorism _____(2)_______ from Pakistan make 
Tehran an ideal geopolitical ally of New Delhi. India is also engaged in building the 
Chabahar port in southeastern Iran, which could act as the gateway for India to Central 
Asia, bypassing a hostile Pakistan. Moreover, by forcing India to tamely accept the 
American diktat on Iranian oil, it has torn off the _____ (3)______ of “strategic autonomy” that 
Indian policymakers had long touted as the fundamental ____(4)_____ of Indian foreign 
policy. 
U.S. also threatens to impose sanctions on India if it buys the S-400 missile defence system 
from Russia for which a deal had been signed in October 2018 by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Mr. Modi. The U.S. has argued that India’s purchase of the S-400 
systems will violate the _____(5)______ America’s Adversaries through Sanctions Act 
(CAATSA), a U.S. federal law that requires the country to impose sanctions on states 
entering into major military deals with Russia. 
 
Q1. 
(a) Contemplate, scrutinize 
(b) Agonize, Postulate 
(c) Posit, Speculate 
(d) Conjecture, Assert 
(e) None of these. 
 
Q2.  
(a) Ensuing, Eventuating 
(b) Importunate, Stemming 
(c) Emanating, Exuding 
(d) Incandescent, Radiant 
(e) None of these. 
 
Q3.  
(a) Veneer, Mantle 
(b) Casing, Incriminate  
(c) Cladding, Innocuous 
(d) Varnish, inveigh 
(e) None of these. 
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Q4.  
(a) Tenet, Lancet  
(b) Creed, Doctrine 
(c) Dogma, Larder 
(d) Orthodoxy, Loathe 
(e) None of these. 
 
Q5.  
(a) Repel, Pulsate 
(b) Negating, Quaff 
(c) Resist, Resurge 
(d) Countering, Propound  
(e) None of these. 
 
Directions (6-10): Five statements are given below, labelled a, b, c, d and e. Among 
these, four statements are in logical order and form a coherent paragraph. From the 
given options, choose the option that does not fit into the theme of the paragraph. 
 
Q6. 
(a)  However, the shock caused by the exercise was more a nasty shove than a nudge from 
the government. 
(b) Representatives of the government have stated that demonetisation intended to 
inculcate changes in behaviour in line with the government’s moral “goals” and one may 
argue that it is a form of rule utilitarianism. 
(c) Uncertainty in definition, ironically, make the policy subject to the whims of its creator 
— exactly what Bentham sought to prevent. 
(d) Demonetisation has, for instance, created an alternative market for the demonetised 
(old) notes at a premium as well as newer forms of corruption. 
(e) Further, the institution of rules often has multiple additional costs and unintended 
consequences — provoking other acts to subvert it and acts to avoid the detection of such 
subversion. 
 
Q7.  
(a) Very soon, almost everyone will have an Aadhaar number, seeded in hundreds of 
databases.  
(b) Permanent surveillance of all residents becomes a possibility.  
(c) India is at risk of becoming a surveillance state, with faint resistance from libertarians, 
intellectuals, political parties, the media, or the Supreme Court.  
(d) Most of these databases will be accessible to the government without invoking any 
special powers.  
(e)  Nationalism is confused with obedience to the state.  
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Q8.  
(a) In 2012-13, these parties even agreed to have the sitting chief justice of the Supreme 
Court, Khil Raj Regmi, head a coalition government that included their representatives. 
(b) Ironically, neither the ICJ nor any other international organisation warned against the 
consequences of the move. 
(c) “The collective consent” sealed the fate of an independent judiciary.  
(d) The judges were not asked in 1959 or in 1991, times of major political upheaval, to take 
fresh oaths. 
(e) The four major parties — Nepali Congress, UML, Maoists and the Madhesi groups — 
that dominated politics post 2006 have benefited from the quota system that allows 
political groups a say in the appointment of judges. 
 
Q9.  
(a) This encouraged extensive wheat cultivation. 
(b)It surpassed Punjab. 
(c)Wheat production in MP rose enormously — its share in all-India production shot from 
8.6 per cent in 2005-06 to a whopping 20 per cent in 2014-15 making the state, the second 
largest wheat producer in the country after UP.  
(d)The MP government incentivised wheat production by giving a 10 per cent bonus above 
the Centre’s minimum support price (MSP) from 2007-08 to 2014-15.  
(e)MP’s agri-performance, therefore, has been more than three times better than that of 
UP’s. 
 
Q10. 
 (a) Medical experts view cycling as an exercise which, while being less strenuous on the 
body, is a workout for all the major muscles. 
(b) The bicycle was invented in the 19th century and it remains a mode of transport for a 
large number of people. 
(c)Developed countries in Europe have brought back the bicycle as a mode of urban 
commuting in a big way, while middle-income countries in Latin America are trying to 
replicate the model. 
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(d)If there is safety in cycling, many will use it as their prime mode of transport. 
(e)It is time for India to promote bicycle culture as well, so that we burn less fossil fuel 
while improving our health.  
 
Directions (11-15): In the following passage, some blanks are given. Against each 
blank a number is assigned. For each blank four alternatives are provided. You have 
to choose the appropriate alternative for each blank. If none of the given alternatives 
fit the given blank, then choose option (e), ‘None of these’ as your answer. 
 
A report titled India 2030 – Exploring the Future, by the Confederation of Real Estate 
Developers Association of India and global property consultant CBRE has said that India’s 
_____(11)_______ is urban, but the transition will not be easy. The report is in line with what 
the _______(12)_______ data have been showing. According to the 1901 census, the population 
in urban areas was 11.4%. This _______(13)_______ to 28.53% (2001 census) and 31.16% 
(2011 census). The urbanisation process will not be without its own set of challenges in 
India’s cities: Poverty, lack of affordable housing, traffic congestion and overcrowding, 
environmental degradation, and air pollution. 
 
However, this is also a/an _______(14)________ for the country to design a fresh and proactive 
approach to mitigate the strains that will develop as cities expand, and to maximise the 
potential economic opportunity that well-managed cities can offer. This is because the 
choices that India makes to manage the process of _______(15)______ will have profound 
consequences for its people and economic future. For starters, India must end the debate 
whether urbanisation is a positive or negative phenomenon, and whether the future lies in 
its villages and cities. This, as a McKinsey report on urbanisation says correctly, is a false 
dichotomy because villages and cities are interdependent and symbiotic. 
 
Q11.  
(a) exaggeration 
(b) future 
(c) consensus 
(d) freedom 
(e) None of these. 
 
Q12.  
(a) joining 
(b) excluding 
(c) adjoined 
(d) census 
(e) None of these. 
 
Q13.  
(a) diverted 
(b) reduced 
(c) increased 
(d) climbing 
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(e) None of these. 
 
Q14.  
(a) opportunity 
(b) bane 
(c) challenge 
(d) reversion 
(e) None of these. 
 
Q15.  
(a) creation 
(b) divestment 
(c) management 
(d) urbanisation 
(e) None of these. 

 
 

Solutions  
S1. Ans. (a) 
Sol. Contemplate means to consider one particular thing for a long time in a serious way 
Scrutinize means to examine something very carefully 
Agonize means to spend a lot of time trying to make a decision 
Postulate means suggest or assume the existence, fact, or truth of something 
Posit means put forward as fact or as a basis for argument 
Speculate means to guess possible answers to a question 
Conjecture means form an opinion or supposition about something 
Assert means to behave in a way that expresses your confidence 
Hence, option (a) is the correct answer. 
 
S2. Ans. (c) 
Sol. Ensuing means happening after or following something else 
Eventuating means occur as a result 
Importunate means persistent, especially to the point of annoyance. 
Stemming means originate in or by caused by something 
Emanating means issue or spread out from 
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Exuding means discharge or be discharged slowly and steadily 
Incandescent means showing extreme anger or happiness 
Radiant means very happy, or very beautiful 
Words given in option (d) are adjectives and their use will make the sentence 
grammatically incorrect and from the remaining options only option (c) will make the 
sentence both meaningful and grammatically incorrect. Hence, option (c) is the correct 
answer. 
 
S3. Ans. (a) 
Sol. Veneer (N) means something that hides something unpleasant or unwanted 
Mantle (N) means a layer of something that covers something 
Casing (N) means a covering that protects something 
Incriminate (V) means to make someone seem guilty, especially of a crime 
Cladding (N) means material that covers the surface of something and protects it 
Innocuous (Adj) means completely harmless 
Varnish (V) means disguise or gloss over (a fact) 
Inveigh (V) means speak or write about (something) with great hostility 
Hence, from the given options only option (a) makes the sentence both grammatically and 
contextually correct. 
 
S4. Ans. (b) 
Sol. Tenet (N) means one of the principles on which a belief or theory is based 
Lancet (N) means a small knife with two cutting edges and a sharp point 
Creed (N) means a set of beliefs that influences the way you make your decisions 
Doctrine (N), Dogma (N), Orthodoxy (N) means a belief or set of beliefs 
Larder (N) means a cupboard or small room used for storing food 
Loathe (N) means to hate someone or something 
Hence, from the given options only option (b) makes the sentence both grammatically and 
contextually correct. 
 
S5. Ans. (e) 
Sol. Repel (N) means to force away something unwanted 
Propound (V) means to suggest a theory, belief, or opinion for other people to consider 
Countering (V) to defend yourself against something 
Pulsate (V) means to make sounds or movements with a regular rhythm 
Quaff (V) means to drink something quickly or in large amounts 
Resurge (V) means to become popular or common again 
Hence, from the given options none would make the sentence both grammatically and 
contextually correct therefore option (e) is correct option. 
 
S6. Ans. (c) 
Sol. Sentences (with logical sequence baed) forms a coherent paragraph. The paragraph 
talks about the failure of demonetization policy by the government.It was a poor push by 
the government as it led to newer forms of corruption. Going through all the given 
sentences, we find that sentence (c) is not in harmony with the other sentences as here 
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‘Bentham’ is mentioned who is unknown in the paragraph. Hence sentence (c) is the right 
choice. 
 
S7. Ans. (e) 
Sol. (cadb) forms a coherent paragraph while sentence (e) is not a part of the paragraph. 
The paragraph talks about the Aadhaar and the scrutiny of the residents by Aadhaar 
databases. Here we find that sentence (e) is something different from the theme as it talks 
about Nationalism which is being confused with obedience of the state. Hence sentence (e) 
is the right option. 
 
S8. Ans. (d) 
Sol. The paragraph here is about electing the head of Nepal’s government by political 
parties through collective consent. After going through all the sentences, we find that 
sentences EACB forms a coherent paragraph while sentence (d) is not forming a part as it 
talks about taking oaths of the judges. Hence sentence (d) is the right choice. 
 
S9. Ans. (e) 
Sol. Sentences (with logical sequence dacb) forms a coherent paragraph as it talks about 
MP government incentivizing wheat production that encouraged extensive wheat 
cultivation. Now if we see sentence (e) we find that it talks about MP’s agri-performance 
while other sentences is all about the contribution from MP, there is a comparison in 
statement (c) but it is in terms of production and not performance and thus introduction of 
performance was abrupt which makes it correct choice for the given question. Hence 
sentence (e) is the right choice. 
 
S10. Ans. (d) 
Sol. Sentences (with logical sequence bcea) forms a coherent paragraph while sentence (d) 
is not a part of the paragraph. The paragraph talks about bringing back the cycle to our 
lives for improving health. After reading all the sentences, we find that sentence (d) is not 
in agreement with the paragraph as it talks about safety in cycle. Hence it is the right 
option. 
 
S11. Ans. (b) 
Sol. From the given options, only option (b) fits the given blank to make a contextually 
meaningful sentence. As the phrase following the blank mentions ‘transition, we can get the 
hint of something that is about to happen. Hence, the correct answer choice is option (b) 
Consensus means a general agreement. 
 
S12. Ans. (d) 
Sol. Taking hint from the next line in which it is mentioned, ‘According to the 1901 census’ it 
can be seen that the appropriate filler for the given blank would be ‘census’ because given 
sentence is talking about the report which is in accordance with census data of 1901. 
Hence, the correct answer choice would be option (d). 
 
S13. Ans. (c) 
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Sol. To get to the required answer refer to the percentage of the urban population, earlier it 
was 11.4% and now it is 28.53%. So, the appropriate filler would be ‘increased’, also, 
‘climbing’ would make the given sentence grammatically incorrect. Hence, the correct 
answer choice would be option (c) 
 
S14. Ans. (a) 
Sol. Going through the whole passage it can be seen that the first paragraph is discussing 
about the challenges to be faced by India. Also, taking hint from the use of ‘However’ which 
is used at the beginning of the contrasting statement it can be clearly seen that the 
appropriate filler for the given blank would be ‘opportunity’. Hence, the correct answer 
choice would be option (a) 
 
S15. Ans. (d) 
Sol. Going through the given sentence it can be seen that given sentence is talking about the 
choices and its consequences. Also, taking hint from the next line in the passage which is 
discussing about the abolition of the debate about Urbanisation. So, the correct filler for the 
given blank would be ‘urbanisation’. Hence, the correct answer choice for the given blank 
would be option (d) 
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