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Quiz Date: 30th July 2020  

Directions (1-8): In the questions below a statement is given with two blanks in it. 
For each blank three alternatives are provided in the columns. Choose the 
alternative from the corresponding column that would fit the given blanks to make 
the given sentence grammatically correct and contextually meaningful. 
 
Q1. Hawksley, a veteran Asia hand, said his fiction was meant not just to _____________ but 
also be a warning that China was expansionist and was a one-party state whose 
government had to prove itself to ______________. 
 
Column (I) Column (II) 

(A) Blunder  (D)Clarify  

(B) Entertain  (E)Survive  
(C) Adage  (F) Credible  

 
(a) B-E 
(b) C-D 
(c) A-F 
(d) C-F 
(e) A-E 
 
Q2. The argument, which __________ the proposition that the conduct of India’s fiscal policy 
should be ___________ to a breakthrough scientific discovery, is as bizarre as it is jejune. 
 
Column (I) Column (II) 

(A) Astounds  (D) Fazed  

(B) Underpins  (E) Tough  
(C) Brittles  (F)Hitched  

 
(a) C-F 
(b) B-D 
(c) A-D 
(d) B-F 
(e) C-D 
 
Q3. He seems to believe that people are not ___________ money because of the prevailing 
Covid-induced _______________.  
 
Column (I) Column (II) 

(A)Spending  (D) Tumult  

(B) Earning  (E) Adorned 
(C)Facilitating  (F)Uncertainty  

 
(a) B-E 
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(b) C-D 
(c) A-F 
(d) C-F 
(e) A-E 
 
Q4. Mr. Modi and his government is fast _______________ out of excuses to hold off on a fresh 
stimulus and must now spin fanciful theories to justify its fiscal ______________. 
 
Column (I) Column (II) 

(A) Obstructing  (D) Civilized  

(B) Sterile  (E)Stasis  
(C)Running  (F) Summit  

 
(a) B-D 
(b) C-E 
(c) A-D 
(d) C-F 
(e) A-F 
 
Q5. Even though Indian women cricketers have proved their _______________ over and over 
again on the international stage, the BCCI seems bent on ______________ the team as poor 
cousins of the men’s side. 
Column (I) Column (II) 

(A) Coarse  (D)Treating  

(B) Release  (E) Benign 
(C)Mettle  (F) Favoring  

 
(a) C-F 
(b) B-D 
(c) A-D 
(d) B-F 
(e) C-D  
 
Q6. In Loving Vincent, the directors, decide to leave a few __________ of paint on the rather 
neat ___________ of Vincent’s death.  
 
Column (I) Column (II) 

(A) Morality  (D) Becloud  

(B) Predicament  (E) Sane  
(C)Splotches  (F)Canvas  

 
(a) B-E 
(b) C-D 
(c) A-F 
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(d) C-F 
(e) A-E 
 
Q7. China has been India’s largest trading partner for many years in a row with __________ 
investment in India __________ $8 billion. 
 
Column (I) Column (II) 

(A)Cumulative  (D)Exceeding  

(B) Adventurous  (E) Placid  
(C) Canny  (F) Fortuning  

 
(a) B-D 
(b) C-E 
(c) A-D 
(d) C-F 
(e) A-F 
 
Q8. Investors only have to inform the Reserve Bank of India after the __________ of a 
transaction rather than seek prior __________ from the administrative ministry. 
Column (I) Column (II) 

(A) Engagement  (D)Clearance  

(B) Obdurate  (E) Compassionate  
(C)Completion  (F) Inept  

 
(a) B-E 
(b) C-D 
(c) A-F 
(d) C-F 
(e) A-E 

 
 
 
 
Directions (9-15): In the following question a part of the sentence is given in bold, it 
is then followed by three sentences which try to explain the meaning of the phrase 
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given in bold. Choose the best set of alternatives from the five options given below 
each question which explains the meaning of the phrase correctly without altering 
the meaning of the sentence given in the question. 
 

Q9. The local councilor blotted his copy book when it came to light that he had accepted 
bribes to allow unregulated development projects to go ahead. 
(i)The local councilor damaged his image when it came to light that he had accepted bribes 
to allow unregulated development projects to go ahead. 
(ii) The local councilor ruined his reputation when it came to light that he had accepted 
bribes to allow unregulated development projects to go ahead. 
(iii) The local councilor tarnished his image when it came to light that he had accepted 
bribes to allow unregulated development projects to go ahead. 
 
(a) Only (i) 
(b) Both (i) and (iii) 
(c) All (i), (ii) and (iii) 
(d) Only (ii) 
(e) Both (i) and (ii) 
 
Q10. Our roommate relationship is starting to fray at the edges now that Pat has begun 
leaving his stuff, including dirty dishes, all over the apartment. 
(i) Our roommate relationship is starting to become less harmonious now that Pat has 
begun leaving his stuff, including dirty dishes, all over the apartment. 
(ii) Our roommate relationship is starting to get bitter now that Pat has begun leaving his 
stuff, including dirty dishes, all over the apartment. 
(iii) Our roommate relationship is starting to fall apart now that Pat has begun leaving his 
stuff, including dirty dishes, all over the apartment. 
 
 
(a) Only (ii) 
(b) Both (i) and (ii) 
(c) Both (ii) and (iii) 
(d) Only (iii) 
(e) All (i), (ii) and (iii) 
 
Q11. I don't fully trust John to keep our plan a secret, so I think it best that we keep him in 
the dark for now. 
(i) I don't fully trust John to keep our plan a secret, so I think it best that we keep him 
excluded for now. 
(ii) I don't fully trust John to keep our plan a secret, so I think it best that we keep him 
uninformed about this for now. 
(iii) I don't fully trust John to keep our plan a secret, so I think it best that we keep him out 
of this issue for now. 
 
(a) Only (i) 
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(b) Both (i) and (iii) 
(c) Only (iii) 
(d) Both (i) and (ii) 
(e) All of (i), (ii) and (iii) 
 
Q12. I'm not too confident that I'll get the lead in the play, so I'm hedging my bets by 
trying out for several roles. 
(i) I'm not too confident that I'll get the lead in the play, so I'm not being stubborn by trying 
out for several roles. 
(ii) I'm not too confident that I'll get the lead in the play, so I'm being evasive by trying out 
for several roles. 
(iii) I'm not too confident that I'll get the lead in the play, so I'm sidestepping the issue by 
trying out for several roles. 
 
(a) Both (i) and (iii) 
(b) Both (ii) and (iii) 
(c) Only (i) 
(d) Only (iii) 
(e) Only (ii) 
 
Q13. The article shines a spotlight on the need for government investment in public 
utilities and infrastructure. 
(i) The article focuses on the need for government investment in public utilities and 
infrastructure. 
(ii)The article brings attention on the need for government investment in public utilities 
and infrastructure. 
(iii) The article tries to deceive people on the need for government investment in public 
utilities and infrastructure. 
 
(a) Only (i) 
(b) Both (i) and (ii) 
(c) Both (ii) and (iii) 
(d) Only (iii) 
(e) Only (ii) 
 
Q14. That food critic's negative review really gave my restaurant a black eye. 
(i) That food critic’s negative review really damaged my restaurant’s reputation.  
(ii) That food critic's negative review really extended walk-ins of my restaurant.  
(iii) That food critic's negative review really enhanced customers of my restaurant.  
 
(a) Only (i) 
(b) Both (i) and (iii) 
(c) Options (i), (ii) and (iii) 
(d) Only (ii) 
(e) Both (i) and (ii) 
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Q15. She was trying to behave as if his visit hadn't thrown her off balance. 
(i) She was trying to behave as if his visit hadn’t upset her.  
(ii) She was trying to behave as if his visit hadn’t awaken her.  
(iii)She was trying to behave as if his visit hadn't surprised her.  
 
(a) Only (ii) 
(b) Both (i) and (ii) 
(c) Both (ii) and (iii) 
(d) Only (iii) 
(e) Only (i) 

 
 

 
Solutions  

S1. Ans. (a) 
Sol. B-E will fit the given blanks to make the given sentence grammatically correct and 
contextually meaningful. Hence, option (a) is the right answer choice.  
 
S2. Ans. (d) 
Sol. B-F will fit the given blanks to make the given sentence grammatically correct and 
contextually meaningful. Hence, option (d) is the right answer choice.  
 
S3. Ans. (c)  
Sol. A-F will fit the given blanks to make the given sentence grammatically correct and 
contextually meaningful. Hence, option (c) is the right answer choice.  
 
S4. Ans. (b) 
Sol. C-E will fit the given blanks to make the given sentence grammatically correct and 
contextually meaningful. Hence, option (b) is the right answer choice.  
 
S5. Ans. (e) 
Sol. C-D will fit the given blanks to make the given sentence grammatically correct and 
contextually meaningful. Hence, option (e) is the right answer choice.  
 
S6. Ans. (d) 
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Sol. C-F will fit the given blanks to make the given sentence grammatically correct and 
contextually meaningful. Hence, option (d) is the right answer choice.  
 
S7. Ans. (c)  
Sol. A-D will fit the given blanks to make the given sentence grammatically correct and 
contextually meaningful. Hence, option (c) is the right answer choice.  
 
S8. Ans. (b) 
Sol. C-D will fit the given blanks to make the given sentence grammatically correct and 
contextually meaningful. Hence, option (b) is the right answer choice.  
 
S9. Ans. (c)  
Sol. blot one’s copybook: To tarnish, damage, or ruin one's reputation by behaving 
badly or committing some mistake or social transgression. 
Hence, option (c) is the right answer choice.  
 
S10. Ans. (e) 
Sol. Frayed at the edges: To become less successful or harmonious.Hence, option (e) is 
the right answer choice.  
 
S11. Ans. (d) 
Sol. Keep in the dark: To keep someone uninformed (about something); to exclude 
someone from full knowledge or disclosure (of something).Hence, option (d) is the 
right answer choice.  
 
S12. Ans. (d) 
Sol. Hedge one’s bets: To take an action in order to offset a potential future loss. 
Sidestep the issue at hand, be non-committal, be evasive, be indecisive, hesitate (to 
deal with a difficulty nearby).  
Hence, option (d) is the right answer choice.  
 
S13. Ans. (b) 
Sol. Shine a spotlight on (someone or something): To focus on or bring attention to 
someone or something.Hence, option (b) is the right answer choice.  
 
S14. Ans. (a) 
Sol. Give someone a black eye: If you give someone a black eye, you punish them for 
something they have done.  
By extension, to make someone or something look bad; to damage someone or 
something's reputation. 
Hence, option (a) is the right answer choice.  

 
S15. Ans. (d) 
Sol. If you are thrown off balance by something, you are surprised or confused by it. Hence, 
option (d) is the right answer choice.  
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