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SBI Clerk Mains 2020 English Practice PDF - Questions 
 

Directions (1-8): Read the following passage and answer the questions which follow. Some words 

are highlighted to help you answer some of the questions.  

 

A plan should have some clearly specified goals. The goals of the five-year plans are: growth, 

modernisation, self-reliance and equity. This does not 7mean that all the plans have given equal 

importance to all these goals. Due to limited resources, a choice has to be made in each plan about which 

of the goals is to be given primary importance. Nevertheless, the planners have to ensure that, as far as 

possible, the policies of the plans do not contradict these four goals. Let us now learn about the goals of 

planning in some detail. 

 

Growth: It refers to increase in the country’s capacity to produce the output of goods and services within 

the country. It implies either a larger stock of productive capital, or a larger size of supporting services 

like transport and banking, or an increase in the efficiency of productive capital and services. A good 

indicator of economic growth, in the language of economics, is steady increase in the Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP). The GDP is the market value of all the goods and services produced in the country during 

a year. You can think of the GDP as a cake and growth is increase in the size of the cake. If the cake is 

larger, more people can enjoy it. It is necessary to produce more goods and services if the people of India 

are to enjoy (in the words of the First Five Year Plan) a more rich and varied life. 

 

The GDP of a country is derived from the different sectors of the economy, namely the agricultural sector, 

the industrial sector and the service sector. The contribution made by each of these sectors makes up the 

structural composition of the economy. In some countries, growth in agriculture contributes more to the 

GDP growth, while in some countries the growth in the service sector contributes more to GDP growth. 

 

Modernisation: To increase the production of goods and services the producers have to adopt new 

technology. For example, a farmer can increase the output on the farm by using new seed varieties 

instead of using the old ones. Similarly, a factory can increase output by using a new type of machine. 

Adoption of new technology is called modernisation. 

 

However, modernisation does not refer only to the use of new 

technology but also to changes in social outlook such as the 

recognition that women should have the same rights as men. In a 

traditional society, women are supposed to remain at home while 

men work. A modern society makes use of the talents of women in 

the work place — in banks, factories, schools etc. — and such a 

society in most occasions is also prosperous. 

 

Self-reliance: A nation can promote economic growth and 

modernization by using its own resources or by using resources 

imported from other nations. The first seven five-year plans gave 
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importance to self-reliance which means avoiding imports of those goods which could be produced in 

India itself. This policy was considered a necessity in order to reduce our dependence on foreign 

countries, especially for food. It is understandable that people who were recently freed from foreign 

domination should give importance to self-reliance. Further, it was feared that dependence on imported 

food supplies, foreign technology and foreign capital may make India’s sovereignty vulnerable to foreign 

interference in our policies. 

 

Equity: Now growth, modernization and self-reliance, by themselves, may not improve the kind of life 

which people are living. A country can have high growth; the most modern technology developed in the 

country itself, and also has most of its people living in poverty. It is important to ensure that the benefits 

of economic prosperity reach the poor sections as well instead of being enjoyed only by the rich. So, in 

addition to growth, modernisation and self-reliance, equity is also important. Every Indian should be able 

to meet his or her basic needs such as food, a decent house, education and health care and inequality in 

the distribution of wealth should be reduced. 

 

Q1. Which of the following hypothetical situations, if true, would strengthen the notion that not all 

the five-year plans have given equal importance to all the goals of the five-year plans? 

(I) Britishers left, upon the Independence of India, India as a nation having sufficient resources to meet 

all the challenges identified by the new leaders of the Independent India. 

(II) India, at the moment of gaining Independence, had very few resources to meet its need and was 

facing a high scarcity of essential items. 

(III) India’s capacity for skilled people was very poor to produce goods and services, at the time of 

Independence.  

(a) Only (I) & (III) 

(b) Only (III) & (II) 

(c) Only (II) 

(d) Only (III) 

(e) Only (I) 

 

Direction (2-3): Answer the following questions based on a hypothetical situation presented 

below using the information presented in the given passage.  

Hypothetical Situation: A light wave having frequency labeled as ‘P’ is of colour ‘Red’. The frequency of 

the light wave is increased by ‘Q’ to give a light wave having a final frequency labeled as ‘R’. The final 

colour of the light wave is ‘Orange’.  

 

Q2. If one tries to explain the concept of the GDP and Growth using the above hypothetical 

situation, which of the followings could be considered as GDP? 

(I) Frequency ‘P’ or colour ‘Red’ 

(II) ‘Q’ 

(III) Frequency ‘R’ or colour ‘Orange’ 

(a) Only (I) 

(b) Both (I) and (III) 

(c) Only (III) 

(d) Both (II) and (III) 

(e) Only (II) 
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Q3. If one tries to explain the concept of the GDP and Growth using the above hypothetical 

situation, which of the followings could be considered as Growth? 

(I) Frequency ‘P’ or colour ‘Red’ 

(II) ‘Q’ 

(III) Frequency ‘R’ or colour ‘Orange’ 

(a) Only (I) 

(b) Both (I) and (III) 

(c) Only (III) 

(d) Both (II) and (III) 

(e) Only (II) 

 

Q4. Which of the following situations reflect or satisfy the criteria to be labelled as instances of 

‘Modernisation’? 

(I) Introduction of Delhi Metro in Delhi, as an alternative to DTC buses, has decreased the travel time to 

move from one point in the city to another substantially and has increased the -travel-comfort equally. 

(II) People of the Sentinelese tribe who inhabit the North Sentinel Island in the Andaman and Nicobar 

island chain, still lives in primitive ways and consider making contact with the outside world amounting 

to getting infected by pathogens leading to their extinction. 

(III) Females working shoulder-to-shoulder along with males as bus-conductors and bus drivers in the 

Southern Parts of India. 

(a) Only (II) 

(b) Only (I) & (II) 

(c) Only (I) & (III) 

(d) Only (I) 

(e) All of (I), (II) & (III) 

 

Q5. In an hypothetical situation, “an essential need, which must be fulfilled, named ‘N’ could be 

satisfied by four equally effective, efficient and equally-priced alternatives: called Product A, 

Product B, Product C, Product D.” 

The manufacturing of the product A requires 100 parts out of which 50 parts needs to be 

imported. 

The manufacturing of the product B requires 100 equally priced-parts out of which 25 parts needs 

to be imported.  

The manufacturing of the product C requires 100 equally 

priced-parts out of which 10 parts needs to be imported.  

The manufacturing of the product D requires 100 parts out of 

which 30 parts needs to be imported.  

Which of the products among the products A, B, C, and D should 

be produced to fulfill the need ‘N’ keeping in mind the goals of 

the five-year plans of the newly Independent India? 

(a) A 

(b) B 

(c) C 

(d) D 

(e) All of A, B, C and D 
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Q6. Which of the goals of the five-year plans is violated in the below hypothetical situation? 

Situation: A nation named ‘Y’ is at forefront in adopting the latest technology, is culturally progressive, 

meets its needs using its own resources, achieves substantial growth in GDP every year but has 60 % 

population who are not able to meet their basic needs.  

(a) Growth 

(b) Modernisation 

(c) Self-reliance 

(d) Equity 

(e) The nation ‘Y’ violates all the goals of the five-year plans. 

 

Q7. Which of the following words has a meaning which is OPPOSITE to the meaning of the word 

‘contradict’? 

(a) concur 

(b) plan 

(c) grow 

(d) inhibit 

(e) forlorn  

 

Q8. Which of the following words has the meaning which is SIMILAR to the given word ‘implies’? 

(a) contravenes 

(b) repudiates 

(c) mourns 

(d) implicates 

(e) wretches 

 

Directions (9-15): Read the following passage and answer the questions which follow. Some 

words are highlighted to help you answer some of the questions.  

 

The most popular argument regarding the origin of the universe is the Big Bang Theory. It is also called 

expanding universe hypothesis. Edwin Hubble, in 1920, provided evidence that the universe is 

expanding. As time passes, galaxies move further and further apart. You can experiment and find what 

does the expanding universe mean. Take a balloon and mark some points on it to represent the galaxies. 

Now, if you start inflating the balloon, the points marked on the balloon will appear to be moving away 

from each other as the balloon expands. Similarly, the distance between the galaxies is also found to be 

increasing and thereby, the universe is expanding. However, you will find that besides the increase in the 

distances between the points on the balloon, the points themselves are expanding. This is not in 

accordance with the fact. Scientists believe that though the space between the galaxies is increasing, 

observations do not support the expansion of galaxies. So, the balloon example is only partially correct. 

 

The Big Bang Theory considers the following stages in the development of the universe. 

(i) In the beginning, all matter forming the universe existed in one place in the form of a “tiny ball” 

(singular atom) with anunimaginably small volume, infinite temperature and infinite density. 
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(ii) At the Big Bang the “tiny ball” exploded violently. This led to a huge expansion. It is now generally 

accepted that the event of big bang took place 13.7 billion years before the present. The expansion 

continues even to the present day. As itgrew, some energy was converted into matter. There was 

particularly rapid expansion within fractions of a second after the bang. Thereafter, the expansion has 

slowed down. Within first three minutes from the Big Bang event, the first atom began to form. 

(iii) Within 300,000 years from the Big Bang, temperature dropped to 4,500 K(Kelvin) and gave rise to 

atomic matter. The universe became transparent. 

 

The expansion of universe means increase in space between the galaxies. An alternative to this was 

Hoyle’s concept of steady state. It considered the universe to be roughly the same at any point of time. 

However, with greater evidence becoming available about the expanding universe, scientific community 

at present favours argument of expanding universe. 

 

The Star Formation: The distribution of matter and energy was not even in the early universe. These 

initial density differences gave rise to differences in gravitational forces and it caused the matter to get 

drawn together. These formed the bases for development of galaxies. A galaxy contains a large number of 

stars. Galaxies spread over vast distances that are measured in thousands of light-years. The diameters of 

individual galaxies range from 80,000-150,000 light years. A galaxy starts to form by accumulation of 

hydrogen gas in the form of a very large cloud called nebula. Eventually, growing nebula develops 

localised clumps of gas. These clumps continue to grow into even denser gaseous bodies, giving rise to 

formation of stars. The formation of stars is believed to have taken place some 5-6 billion years ago. 

 

Formation of Planets: The following are considered to be the stages in the development of planets: 

(i) The stars are localised lumps of gas within a nebula. The gravitational force within the lumps leads to 

the formation of a core to the gas cloud and a huge rotating disc of gas and dust develops around the gas 

core. 

(ii) In the next stage, the gas cloud starts getting condensed and the matter around the core develops into 

small rounded objects. These small-rounded objects by the process of cohesion develop into what is 

called planetesimals. Larger bodies start forming by collision, and gravitational attraction causes the 

material to stick together. Planetesimals are a large number of smaller bodies. 

(iii) In the final stage, these large number of small planetesimals accrete to form a fewer large bodies in 

the form of planets. 

 

Our Solar system consists of eight planets. Thenebula from which 

our Solar system is supposed to have been formed, started its 

collapse and core formation some time 5-5.6 billion years ago and 

the planets were formed about 4.6 billion years ago. Our solar 

system consists of the sun (the star), 8 planets, 63 moons, millions of 

smaller bodies like asteroids and comets and huge quantity of dust-

grains and gases. 

Out of the eight planets, mercury, venus, earth and mars are called as 

the inner planets as they lie between the sun and the belt of 

asteroids the other four planets are called the outer planets.  
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Alternatively, the first four are called Terrestrial, meaning earth-like as they are made up of rock and 

metals, and have relatively high densities. The rest four are called Jovian or Gas Giant planets. Jovian 

means jupiter-like. Most of them are much larger than the terrestrial planets and have thick atmosphere, 

mostly of helium and hydrogen. All the planets were formed in the same period sometime about 4.6 

billion years ago. Till recently (August 2006), Pluto was also considered a planet. However, in a meeting 

of the International Astronomical Union, a decision was taken that Pluto like other celestial objects (2003 

UB313) discovered in recent past may be called ‘dwarf planet’.  

 

Q9. Why does the balloon experiment as a model to illustrate a characteristic of Universe is only 

partially correct? 

(a) Inflating the balloon (representing the universe) having points (representing the galaxies) marked on 

its surface increases the distance between the points and increases the size of the point while in the 

Universe, the distance between the galaxies is decreasing but the size of the galaxies increasing. 

(b) Inflating the balloon (modelling the universe) having points (modelling galaxies) marked on its 

surface increases the distance between the points and also increases the size of the point. The latter is not 

true in relation to the size of the galaxies.  

(c) Inflating the balloon (modelling the universe) having points (modelling galaxies) marked on its 

surface increases the distance between the points and increases the size of the point. In the universe, the 

distance between the galaxies is constant but the size of the galaxies is increasing.  

(d) Options (b) & (c) 

(e) None of the above 

 

Q10. Which of the following statements is false in relation to the big bang theory? 

(a) Within first three minutes from the Big Bang event, the first atom began to form.  

(b) The event of big bang took place 13.7 billion years before the present. 

(c) Prior to the Big Bang Event, the singular atom has small volume, a finite temperature and finite 

density. 

(d) There was particularly rapid expansion within fractions of a second after the bang.  

(e) All are correct.  

 

Q11. What does the expansion of the Universe mean? 

(a) Only Increase in space between galaxies of the universe. 

(b) Only Increase in the size of the galaxies of the universe. 

(c) Increase in the size of the galaxies and increase in space between the galaxies of the universe. 

(d) Increase in space between galaxies of the universe and decrease in the size of the galaxies.  

(e) None of the above 

 

Q12. If a balloon marked with points on its surface is representing the Universe and the points on 

the surface of the balloon are representing the galaxies. Which of the followings could be an 

illustration of the Concept of the Steady State? 

(a) An inflated balloon which is being further inflated continuously. 

(b) An inflated balloon which is being deflated continuously. 

(c) An inflated balloon with a fixed volume (or which is neither being inflated or deflated). 

(d) A non-inflated balloon which is neither being inflated or deflated. 

(e) Options (d) & (c) 
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Q13. Which of the following correctly illustrate an aspect about the reasons for the formation of 

galaxies and/or stars? 

(I) Distribution of matter and energy was not even in the early universe and the initial density 

differences gave rise to differences in gravitational forces and caused the matter to get drawn together. 

(II) Accumulation of hydrogen gas in the form of a very large cloud called nebula. 

(III) Developing of localized clumps of gas in the growing nebula.  

(a) Options (I) & (III) 

(b) Options (II) & (III) 

(c) Only (I) 

(d) Only (II) 

(e) All of (I), (II) & (III) 

 

Q14. What would have happened if the distribution of matter and energy would had been even in 

the early universe? 

(a) No formation of galaxies. 

(b) No formation of stars. 

(c) No formation of planets. 

(d) No formation of moons. 

(e) All of the above 

 

Q15. Which of the following words has a meaning which is SIMILAR to the word ‘collapse’? 

(a) amass 

(b) aggregate 

(c) disintegrate 

(d) crumple 

(e) agglomerate  

 

Directions (16-20): In each question, a paragraph is given based on which a question is asked. 

Answer the question by only using the information provided in the paragraph. 

 

Q16. Ten years after the 26\11 terror strikes (carried out on 26/11/2008), Maharashtra is better 

placed to benefit from real-time, actionable intelligence, 

processed through its Central Monitoring System (CMS) and the 

Lawful Interception System (LIS). 

As per the International Telecom Union (ITU), Geneva, the State 

is periodically obtaining a Global Cell Identity (GCI) and 

Location Area Identity (LAI) from the Telecom Service Providers 

(TSPs), senior officials of the State Home Department confirmed. 

If Zero was the quality of Intelligence Infrastructure of the state 

of Maharashtra on the day of 26\11. Which of the following 

options most appropriately indicate the quality of the 

Intelligence Infrastructure of the state of Maharashtra on today? 
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(a) –5 

(b) –3  

(c) –4 

(d) 0 

(e) +1 

 

Q17. Pakistan Information Minister Chaudhry Fawad Hussain said the nation was “bound by UN 

resolutions” and asserted that the country had not lifted its ban on Hafiz Saeed’s organisations, 

including the Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jamaat-ud- Dawa and Falah-I-Insaniyat Foundation. 

“We are bound by the UN resolution (under UNSC 1267). So there is no question of lifting the ban,” 

Mr. Hussain said in an exclusive interview. “There is just a misconception because of the lapse of 

the [anti-terror] Ordinance,” the Minister added. 

Hafiz Saeed and his organization and its affiliates are considered responsible for the 26/11 terror 

strikes in Mumbai, India, carried on 26\11\2008. 

Which of the following options correctly expresses the tone of the statements made by Pakistan 

Information Minister? 

(a) criticizing 

(b) assuring  

(c) demanding 

(d) requesting 

(e) sad 

 

Q18. It is in the best interests of the nation to heed to the ethics and morality of the Constitution;  

otherwise, our hubris will end with a plunge into chaos, Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi said on 

Monday. 

According to the Chief Justice of India, what is the current attitude of the ‘nation’? 

(a) conceit 

(b) vindictive 

(c) sarcastic 

(d) prayerful 

(e) optimistic 

 

Q19. Madhya Pradesh registered a record of 74.61% turnout in the Assembly election on 

Wednesday. The figure is likely to go up after the final tally, officials said. The previous record of 

72.69% was set in the 2013 election. 

Based on the above information, what should be the emotion of the officials of the Election 

Commission? 

(a) Angry 

(b) Joy 

(c) Melancholy 

(d) Demotivation 

(e) Fear 
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Q20. Ms. Rehana, a BSNL employee, an outspoken advocate of 

gender equality and women’s rights, has been booked under 

Section 153(a) of IPC on charges of “creating communal 

disharmony and enmity between groups by the written word 

and visible representations in the digital world.” An officer said 

they had arrested her based on a complaint from an Ayyappa 

devotee. 

Which of the following options mention a phrase of the above 

passage which is an opinion but not a fact or information? 

(a) Ms. Rehana has been booked under Section 153 (a) of IPC. 

(b) An officer said that they had arrested her based on a complaint 

from an Ayyappa devotee. 

(c) Both (a) & (c)  

(d) An outspoken advocate of gender equality and women’s rights 

(e) None of the above 
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