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SBI Clerk Mains 2020 English Practice PDF - (Solutions) 
 

S1. Ans.(b) 

Sol. If India would have few resources and a scarcity of skilled people to produce goods and services 

required to satisfy all the goals of the five year plans, then clearly, an execution of any five-year plan, 

satisfying all its goals, wouldn’t be possible. So, if the information presented in (II) and (III) is assumed to 

be true, then the given notion, that not all five year plans could satisfy all its goals, would get strengthen.  

Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  

 

S2. Ans.(b) 

Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from understanding a sentence of the second paragraph 

which is ‘You can think of the GDP as a cake and growth is increase in the size of the cake.’ From the 

highlighted sentence, we can understand that if increment denotes a growth then the initial and final 

states (of anything) could be labelled as the initial and finalGDP.  

In the above hypothetical situation, the “Red colour” or the frequency ‘P’ and the “Orange colour” or the 

frequency ‘R’ denote the initial and final state of the light wave, but the frequency ‘Q’ is added to the 

light wave having the frequency labeled as ‘P’ or the frequency of the light wave is increased by the 

frequency ‘Q’.  

So, both the frequencies ‘P’ and ‘R’, as the initial and final frequencies of the light wave, could be labelled 

as ‘GDP’. Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  

 

S3. Ans.(e) 

Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from understanding a sentence of the second paragraph 

which is ‘You can think of the GDP as a cake and growth is increase in the size of the cake.’ From the 

highlighted sentence, we can understand that if increment denotes a growth then the initial and final 

states (of anything) could be labelled as the initial and finalGDP.  

In the above hypothetical situation, the “Red colour” or the frequency ‘P’ and the “Orange colour” or the 

frequency ‘R’ denote the initial and final state of the light wave, but the frequency ‘Q’ is added to the 

light wave having the frequency labeled as ‘P’ or the frequency of the light wave is increased by the 

frequency ‘Q’.  

So, the frequency ‘Q’, which is the frequency by which the frequency 

of the light wave was increased, could be labelled as the growth.  

Hence, the option (e) is the correct answer.  

 

S4. Ans.(c) 

Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the third and 

fourth paragraphs. Modernisation is the adoption of new technology 

(paragraph 3) and/or also changes in social outlook such as the 

recognition that women should have the same rights as men 

(paragraph 4).  
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The paragraph (I) informs us that the introduction of Delhi Metro (equivalent to new technology in public 

transport) as an alternative to DTC buses has decreased travel time and increased comfort of travel, and 

is also giving equal employment opportunities to women. So, the situation presented in (I) illustrates an 

instance of modernization.  

The paragraph (III) informs us that in the southern part of India, women work should-to-shoulder to men 

as bus conductors and bus drivers. The statement (III) depicts modernization from cultural point-of-view. 

So, the situation presented in (III) also illustrates an instance of modernization.  

The paragraph (II) informs us that the people belonging to Sentinelese tribe still live in primitive ways 

and consider making contacting with outside world as making themselves vulnerable to be infected by 

pathogen leading to their extinction. The tone of the sentences presented in (II) suggests that the 

Sentinelese people abhors adopting new technology. So, the situation presented in (II) does NOT seem to 

be an instance of modernization.  

Hence, the paragraphs (I) and (III) are the correct paragraphs and option (c) is the correct answer.  

 

S5. Ans.(c) 

Sol. The solution to the question can be derived from the second-last paragraph. The leaders of the newly 

Independent India desired to achieve self-reliance. The second sentence of the said paragraph informs us 

that giving importance to self-reliance means avoiding imports of those goods which could be produced 

in India itself.  

So, the product which requires less extent of import should be favoured.  

Among the given alternatives, keeping in mind the fact that all the four equally-priced products require 

100 equally-priced parts, the product C requires the least number of (equally-priced) parts to be 

imported. Hence, the product C should be the most favourable product keeping in mind the goals of the 

five-year plans, and option (c) should be the correct answer.  

 

S6. Ans.(d) 

Sol. The goals of the five-year plans are: growth, modernization, self-reliance and equity. The nation (Y) is 

at forefront in adopting the latest technology and is culturally progressive. So, ‘Y’ satisfies the goal of 

‘modernisation’. ‘Y’ achieves substantial growth in GDP every year. So, it satisfies the goal of ‘growth’. 

Also, the nation ‘Y’ meets its needs using its own resources. So, it satisfies the goal of ‘self-reliance’.  

But, ‘Y’ has 60% of its population struggling in meeting their basic needs. It can also be deduced that the 

other 40% of the population can meet their basic needs. So, ‘Y’ violates the goal of ‘equity’.  

Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer.  

 

S7. Ans.(a) 

Sol. contradict [verb] means ‘deny the truth of (a statement) by asserting the opposite’; 

concur [verb] means ‘have the same opinion about something; agree’; 

plan [verb] means ‘decide on and make arrangements for in advance’; 

grow [verb] means ‘germinate and develop’; 

inhibit [verb] means ‘hinder, restrain, or prevent (an action or process)’; 

forlorn [verb] means ‘pitifully sad and abandoned or lonely’; 

From above, it could be found that the word which has the meaning which is OPPOSITE to the word 

‘contradict’ is ‘concur.  

Hence, the option (a) is the correct answer.  
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S8. Ans.(d) 

Sol imply [verb] means ’indicate the truth or existence of (something) by suggestion rather than explicit 

reference’; 

Contravene [verb] means ‘offend against the prohibition or order of (a law, treaty, or code of conduct)’; 

Repudiate [verb] means ‘refuse to accept; reject’; 

Mourn [verb] means ‘feel or show sorrow for the death of (someone), typically by following conventions 

such as the wearing of black clothes’; 

Implicate [verb] means ‘show (someone) to be involved in a crime’; 

Wretch [verb] means ‘an unfortunate or unhappy person’; 

From above, it could be understood that the word ‘implicates’ has a meaning which is OPPOSITE to the 

meaning ‘implies’.  

Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer.  

 

S9. Ans.(b) 

Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the first paragraph. The first paragraph informs us 

that the universe is inflating, the distance between the galaxies is increasing but the size of the galaxies is 

constant. When we inflate a balloon (representing the Universe) marked with points (representing 

galaxies), the distance between the points increases but the size of the points (representing galaxies) also 

increase which is not the case with the galaxies. The size of the galaxies is not increasing.  

Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  

 

S10. Ans.(c) 

Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the second paragraph. The point (i) says that the 

singular atom was with an unimaginably small volume, infinite temperature and infinite density.  

Clearly, the option (c) is false. The options (a), (b) and (d) are present in the point (ii) of the second 

paragraph.  

Hence, the option (c) is the correct answer. 

 

S11. Ans.(a) 

Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the first and 

third paragraphs.  

Upon reading the said paragraphs, we understand that the expansion 

of Universe means that the space between the galaxies is increasing 

but the size of the galaxies is same.  

The option (a) is the only option among the options which is 

correctly telling the correct meaning of the expansion of the 

universe. Hence, the option (a) is the correct answer.  
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S12. Ans.(e) 

Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the first and third paragraph. From the first 

paragraph, one can understand about balloon experiment, and from the second and third sentences of the 

third paragraph, one can understand about the Concept of Steady State. According to the Concept of 

Steady State, the universe is roughly the same at any point of time. So, the universe, according to the 

concept of Steady state, the universe is neither expanding nor deflating but remains same. Among the 

options, the option (c), an inflated balloon with a volume, and the option (d), a non-inflated balloon which 

is neither being inflated or deflated, are the correct answer. So, the options (c) & (d) are correctly 

illustrating the universe according to the concept of steady state.  

Hence, the option (e) is the correct answer.  

 

S13. Ans.(e) 

Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the fourth paragraph which discusses about the 

reasons for the formation of galaxies. The paragraph states that in the early universe, distribution of 

matter and energy was not even causing difference in density which in consequence caused difference in 

gravitational forces. The difference in gravitational forces causes accumulation of matter which forms the 

bases for the formation of galaxies. Also, it states galaxies are formed because of the accumulation of 

hydrogen gas in the form of a very large cloud called nebula. In the nebula, localized clumps of gas 

develop in the growing nebula which causes the formation of stars.  

So, all of (I), (II) & (III) talk about an aspect about the reasons for the formation of galaxies and/or stars.  

Hence, the option (e) is the correct answer.  

 

S14. Ans.(e) 

Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the fourth paragraph where it is given that because 

of the uneven distribution of matter and energy in the early universe, causing initial density differences, 

gave rise to differences in gravitational forces and caused the matter to get drawn together. These formed 

the basis for the development of galaxies. Further it could be deduced that if there had been no difference 

in gravitational forces, then matter wouldn’t have accumulated. So, neither stars nor planets nor moons 

could have been formed. Hence, all of the options (a), (b), (c) and (d) are correct, and option (e) is the 

correct answer.  

 

S15. Ans.(d) 

Sol. Collapse [verb] means ‘(of a structure) suddenly fall down or give way’; cause (something) to fall down 

or give away; fall inwards and become flat and empty; 

Amass [verb] means ‘gather together or accumulate (a large amount or number of material or things) over 

a period of time’; 

Aggregate [verb] means ‘a whole formed by combining several separate elements’; 

Disintegrate [verb] means ‘break up into small parts as the result of impact or decay’; 

Crumple [verb] means crush (something, typically paper or cloth) so that it becomes creased and wrinkled’; 

Agglomerate [verb] means ‘collect or form into a mass or group’; 

From above, it could be understood that the word ‘crumple´ has a meaning which is SIMILAR to the 

meaning of the word ‘collapse’. Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer.  
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S16. Ans.(e) 

Sol. The paragraph informs us that the intelligence infrastructure in the state of Maharashtra has 

improved. So, if Zero was the quality of Intelligence Infrastructure of the state of Maharashtra on the day 

of 26\11\2008, then surely the quality of Intelligence Infrastructure of the state of Maharashtra would be 

greater than zero. Kindly notice, that the question asks us to find out the option which most appropriately 

indicate the quality of the Intelligence Infrastructure. The question doesn’t want us to find out the exact 

true value of the quality. 

So, among the options, the option (e) most appropriately indicate the quality of the Intelligence 

Infrastructure of the state of Maharashtra on today.  

 

S17. Ans.(b) 

Sol. Pakistan Information Minister was saying to an Indian Newspaper that the ban on Hafiz Saeed’s 

organizations, which are considered responsible for the attack on Mumbai, India on 26\11\2008, isn’t 

lifted even after the lapse of the [anti-terror] Ordinance. The tone of the statements made by Pakistan 

Information Minister is assuring. 

Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  

 

S18. Ans.(a) 

Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the phrase ‘our hubris will end with a plunge into 

chaos’.  

Hubris [noun] means ‘excessive pride or self-confidence’; arrogance, conceit, conceitedness, haughtiness, 

pride, vanity etc.  

So, the Chief Justice of India means that ‘our conceit will end with a plunge into chaos’. The Chief Justice of 

India seems to mean ‘the nation’ by the pronoun ‘our’.  

Hence, the option (a) is the correct answer. 

 

S19. Ans.(b) 

Sol. The voter turnout has increased in the assembly election of Madhya Pradesh. So, this should bring 

joy on the faces of the officials of the Election Commission.  

Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer. 

 

S20. Ans.(d) 

Sol. The option (a) informs us that Ms. Rehana, a BSNL employee, has 

been booked under Section 153 (a) of IPC is a fact or information. 

The option (a) couldn’t be an opinion of any person.  

Similarly, the option (b) is information, not an opinion.  

But the option (d) is an opinion because the phrase is making a 

statement on the qualities of a person which is subjective in nature. 

It could be possible that someone else who dares to make statement 

on the qualities of the same person says something different.  

Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer.  
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