
Bankersadda.com English Language Quiz for IBPS PO Prelims 2020 Adda247.com 

Quiz Date: 1st October 2020 
 
Directions (1-5): In each of the question given below a/an idiom/phrase is given in bold which is 
then followed by five options which try to decipher its meaning as used in the sentence. Choose 
the option which gives the meaning of the phrase most appropriately in context of the given 
sentence. 
 
Q1. The police were on the criminal's trail but in the end he managed to give them the slip. 
(a)Escape 
(b)Postpone 
(c)Trial 
(d)Caught 
(e)Inspect 
 
Q2. They go to the beach when they should be hitting the books and then they wonder why they get 
low marks. 
(a)Scrutinizing 
(b)Studying 
(c)Reflecting 
(d)Chew over 
(e)Exploring 
 
Q3. You should hold your horses before buying this car. 
(a)Invest 
(b)Driving 
(c)Patient 
(d)Saving 
(e)Riding 
 
Q4. That old car is a dead ringer for the one we used to own. 
(a)Varied 
(b)Mismatched 
(c)Fabricated 
(d)Mastered 
(e)Duplicate 
 
Q5. I'd like to do dry run with this speech before I present it to the whole company. 
(a) Rehearsal 
(b) Operation 
(c) Interpret 
(d) Fulfill 
(e) Complete 
 
Q6. I did not appreciate the clerk's tongue-in-cheek comment about annoying customers. 
(a)Anger 
(b)Temper 
(c)Humor 
(d)Opposition 
(e)Pampering 
 



Bankersadda.com English Language Quiz for IBPS PO Prelims 2020 Adda247.com 

Direction (7-15): Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below 
it. Certain words are given in bold to help you locate them while answering some of the 
questions. 
 
There are many things that make us what we are – how we live, the languages we speak, what we 
eat, wear, the games we play and the things we celebrate. All of these are influenced both by the 
geography and history of the place where we live. You will get an idea of how diverse India is if you 
look even briefly at the following statement: 
There are eight major religions in the world. Every single one of them is practised in India. We have 
more than 1600 languages that are people's mother tongues, and there are more than a hundred 
dance forms.  
Yet this diversity is not always celebrated. This is because we feel safe and secure with people who 
look, talk, dress and think like us. Sometimes when we meet people who are very different from us 
we may find them strange and unfamiliar. At times we may not understand or know the reasons 
why they are different from us. People also form certain attitudes and opinions about others who 
are not like them. 
When our opinions about certain people are always negative, then these become prejudices that we 
carry about them. Prejudicemeans to judge other people negatively or see them as inferior. When 
we think that only one particular way is the best and right way to do things we often end up not 
respecting others, who may prefer to do things differently. For example, if we think English is the 
best language and other languages are notimportant, we are judging these other languages 
negatively. As a result, we might not respect people who speak languages other than English. We 
can be prejudiced about many things: people's religious beliefs, the colour of their skin, the region 
they come from, the accent they speak in, the clothes they wear etc. Often, our prejudices about 
others are so strong that we don't want to form friendships with them. At times, we may even act in 
ways that hurt them. 
 
Q7. What influences those aspects which make us what we are? Choose the correct option based on 
the information given in the passage.  
(a) The languages we speak 
(b) Geography and history of the place where we live. 
(c) What we eat 
(d) Both (a) and (c) 
(e) None of the above 
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Q8. Which of the followings are true in the context of the passage? 
(I) India has more than 16000 languages that are people’s mother tongues. 
(II) Every single of the eight major religions in the world is practiced in India. 
(III) There are more than a hundred dance forms practiced in India. 
 
(a) Only (I) 
(b) Both (I) and (III) 
(c) Both (II) and (III) 
(d) Both (I) and (II) 
(e) All of (I), (II) and (III) 
 
Q9. Why diversity is not always celebrated? 
(a) People feel safe and secure with those who look, talk, dress and think like us. 
(b) People sometimes find those who are very different from us as strange and unfamiliar. 
(c) People do not believe in secularism.  
(d) Options (a) and (b) 
(e) None of the above 
 
Q10. Which of the followings might happen when a person named ‘Akriti’ meets Akash who is very 
different from her? Answer the question based on the information given in the passage without 
assuming anything else. 
(I) Akriti may find Akash strange and unfamiliar. 
(II) Akriti may form certain attitudes and opinions about Akash. 
(III) Akriti will definitely dislike Akash. 
(a) Only (III) 
(b) Both (II) and (I) 
(c) Both (II) and (III) 
(d) Both (I) and (III) 
(e) All of (I), (II) and (III) 
 
Q11. Which of the options correctly mention the condition for an opinion about certain people to be 
a prejudice? 
(a) The opinions about certain people are neutral always.  
(b) The opinions about certain people are positive always. 
(c) The opinions about certain people are negative always. 
(d) Options (a) or (c) 
(e) None of the above 
 
Q12. Which of the following statement is a correct example of prejudice? 
(a) Father of Suresh thinks that only graduates from IIT colleges are successful while the graduates 
from other colleges are not.  
(b) Mother of Akansha thinks that her daughter would be happy only if she would marry someone 
who belongs to a certain caste and religion.  
(c) Sameek thinks that only those females who are housewives deserve respect but those women 
who are working have degraded the values.  
(d) Options (a) and (b) 
(e) Options (a), (b) and (c) 
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Directions (13-14): Among the options, choose the option which has a meaning which is 
SIMILAR to the given word. 
 
Q13. Diversity 
(a) Sameness 
(b) Variety 
(c) Attribute 
(d) Secularism 
(e) Strength 
 
Q14. Inferior 
(a) Underling 
(b) Anger 
(c) Confidence 
(d) Superior 
(e) Trust 
 
Direction [15]: In the following questions, choose the option among the given options which 
has a meaning OPPOSITE to the meaning of the given word. 
 
Q15. Strange 
(a) High 
(b) Low 
(c) Fast 
(d) Slow 
(e) Common 
 

 
 

 
 

Solutions  
S1. Ans.(a) 
Sol. The most appropriate phrase/word that deciphers the meaning of the highlighted 
idiom/phrase is “escape” as “to give them a slip” means to “escape”.Thus the sentence means that 
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the police were on the criminal’s trail but in the end he managed to escape from the police. All the 
other words do not convey the appropriate meaning. 
 
S2. Ans.(b) 
Sol. “Hitting the books” means to study especially in time of tests and exams. Here the sentence 
means implying the meaning of the idiom as “They go to the beach when they should be studying 
real hard and then they wonder why they don’t get good marks.” 
 
S3. Ans.(c) 
Sol. ’Hold your horses’ means be patient. The idiom can be used with any person/subject—hold 
one's horses—so you could say, "I've got to hold my horses," "they better hold their horses," "he 
can't hold his horses," etc. It can be used when someone is asking you, or putting pressure on you, 
to do something. 
 
S4. Ans.(e) 
Sol. “Dead ringer” is an idiom which means duplicate or an exact copy; a person or thing that 
closely resembles another. It means "an exact duplicate" and derives from 19th-century horse-
racing slang for a horse presented "under a false name and pedigree"; "ringer" was a late 
nineteenth-century term for a duplicate, usually with implications of dishonesty, and "dead" in this 
case means "precise", as in "dead center". 
 
S5. Ans. (a) 
Sol. “Dry run” is an idiom which means a rehearsal of a performance or procedure before the real 
one. Used in terms of performances as well as a corporate jargon which means to give something a 
trial before it is actually launched. Rest all the options fail to satisfy the given idiom. 
 
S6. Ans.(c) 
Sol. “Tongue-in-cheek” is an idiom which means Jocular or humorous, though seeming or appearing 
to be serious. Thus the sentence means I did not appreciate the clerk’s humor comment about 
annoying customers.  

 
S7. Ans. (b) 
Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the first paragraph ‘There are many things that 
make us what we are—how we live, the languages we speak, what we eat, wear, the games we play 
and the things we celebrate. All of these are influenced both by the geography and history of the place 
where we live’. From the sentences, we can understand that the aspects which makes us what we 
are ‘how we live, the languages we speak, what we eat, wear, the games we play and the things we 
celebrate’ but these aspects are influenced by the geography and history of the place where we 
live.  
Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  
 
S8. Ans. (c) 
Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the second paragraph.  
The paragraph mentions that there are more than 1600 languages that are people’s mother 
tongues, NOT 16000 languages. So, the statement (I) is incorrect.  
The statement (II) is correct which can be inferred from the first two sentences of the second 
paragraph.  
The statement (III) is also correct as is evident from the last phrase of the last sentence of the 
second paragraph.  
So, the statements (II) and (III) are correct while the statement (I) is incorrect.  
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Hence, the option (c) is the correct answer. 
 
S9. Ans. (d) 
Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the third paragraph. Kindly read the first three 
sentences of the third paragraph- ‘Yet this diversity is not always celebrated. This is because we feel 
safe and secure with people who look, talk, dress and think like us. Sometimes when we meet people 
who are very different from us we may find them strange and unfamiliar’.  
From above, we can derive the options (a) and (b) as correct reasons for the situation asked in the 
question.  
Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer. 
 
S10. Ans. (b) 
Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the third paragraph which talks about how 
people would behave when they meet someone who isn’t like them. The information presented in 
the paragraph doesn’t suggests if Akriti would definitely dislike Akash but surely, she may find 
Akash strange and unfamiliar, and may form certain attitudes and opinions about Akash.  
So, both the statements (I) and (II) are correct and hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  
 
S11. Ans. (c) 
Sol. The answer to the question can be derived from the first two sentences of the last paragraph 
‘when our opinions about certain people are always negative, then these become prejudices that we 
carry about them. Prejudice means to judge other people negatively or see them as inferior’. From 
these sentences, we can infer that for an opinion about certain people to become a prejudice that is 
carried about them, the opinion must always be negative.  
Hence, the option (c) is the correct answer.  
 
S12. Ans. (e) 
Sol. The answer to the question can be derived with the help of the first two sentences of the last 
paragraph- Prejudice means to judge other people negatively or see them as inferior. 
In the option (a), Father of Suresh judges graduates from other colleges inferior.  
In the option (b), Mother of Aakansha have positive opinions only those bride-grooms who belong 
to a certain caste and religion.  
In the option (c), Sameek views working women as inferior in character.  
All the options (a), (b) and (c) display examples of ‘prejudice’ correctly.  
Hence, the option (e) is the correct answer.  
 
S13. Ans. (b) 
Sol. Diversity [noun] means ‘a range of different things’; 
Sameness [noun] means ‘uniformity or monotony; lack of variety’; 
Variety [noun] means ‘the quality or state of being different or diverse; the absence of uniformity or 
monotony’; 
Attribute [noun] means ‘a quality or feature regarded as a characteristic or inherent part of someone 
or something’; 
Secularism [noun] means ‘the principle of separation of the state from religious institutions’; 
Strength [noun] means ‘the quality or state of being physically strong’; 
From above, it could be understood that the word ‘variety’ has a meaning which is closer to the 
meaning of ‘diversity’. Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  
 
S14. Ans. (a) 
Sol. Inferior [noun] means ‘lower in rank, status, or quality’; 
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Underling [noun] means ‘a person lower in status or rank’; 
Anger [noun] means ‘a strong feeling of annoyance, displeasure, or hostility’; 
Confidence [noun] means ‘the feeling or belief that one can have faith in or rely on someone or 
something’; 
Superior [noun] means ‘a person superior to another in rank or status, especially a colleague in a 
higher position’; 
Trust [noun] means ‘firm belief in the reliability, truth, or ability of someone or something’; 
From the above-mentioned meaning, it could be understood that the word ‘secondary’ has a 
meaning CLOSER or SIMILAR to the meaning of the word ‘inferior’.  
Hence, the option (a) is the correct answer.  
 
S15. Ans. (e) 
Sol. Strange [adjective] means ‘unusual or surprising; difficult to understand or explain’; 
High [adjective] means ‘of great vertical extent’; 
Low [adjective] means ‘of less than average height from top to bottom or to the top from the ground’; 
Fast [adjective] means ‘moving or capable of moving at high speed’; 
Slow [adjective] means ‘moving or operating, or designed to do so, only at a low speed; not quick or 
fast’; 
Common [adjective] means ‘occurring, found, or done often; prevalent’; 
From above, we can understand that the word ‘common’ has a meaning which is OPPOSITE to the 
meaning of the word ‘strange’.  
Hence, the option (e) is the correct answer.  
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