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SBI Clerk Mains 2020 English Practice PDF - (Solutions) 
 

S1. Ans.(b) 

Sol. The correct way to solve such questions is to first fill the blank (s) using your own word(s), coming in 

your mind, which would satisfy the context of the sentence or group of sentences, and then, search (and 

choose) for the option which has a meaning CLOSER to the word(s) which you did use to fill the blank.  

‘Equality is a powerful moral and political ideal that has _____ and guided human society… ‘ 

The hint for the blank can be taken from the word ‘guided’… The suitable word to fill the blank is 

‘inspired’. So, the word ‘inspired’ would fill the first blank. 

It is _____ in all faiths and religions… 

It is given in all faiths and religions…  

Among the given options, the word ‘implicit’ has a meaning closer to ‘given’ and upon filling the blank, 

satisfies the contextual requirement of the blank.  

Similarly, the concept of equality invokes the idea … 

Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  

 

S2. Ans.(d) 

Sol. What would voters do with their votes? Voters can cast their votes. Currently, the voter turnout in 

Mizoram is about 80%. In 2013, it was 80.82%. The officials said that the final figure could be closer to 

that of 2013. What word could fill the blank in the phrase ‘people _________ in queue’? 

People could stand in queue.  

Among the given alternatives, the word ‘standing’ appropriately fits the blank, satisfying the grammatical 

and contextual requirements.  

Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer. 

 

S3. Ans.(c) 

Sol. The correct way to solve such questions is to first fill the blank (s) using your own word(s), coming in 

your mind, which would satisfy the context of the sentence or group of sentences, and then, search (and 

choose) for the option which has a meaning CLOSER to the word(s) which you did use to fill the blank. 

The hint for the first blank can be derived from a phrase ‘on efforts to protect one of the world’s last…’  

So, police want to protect the Sentinelese. So, the police should avoid 

any disruption to the Sentinelese.  

Among the given words, the word ‘avoid’ should fill the first blank.  

Sentinelese people live in an island, and police wishes to protect 

them. For that, it is reasonable that the island where the Sentinelese 

live should be off-limits to outsiders.  

So, the second blank should be filled by the word ‘outsiders’.  

Also, because the Sentinelese people belong to a protected tribe. So, 

it makes sense that their language and customs remain a mystery to 

outsiders. 

So, the third blank should be filled by the word ‘mystery’.  

Hence, the option (c) is the correct answer.  
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S4. Ans.(e) 

Sol. The correct way to solve such questions is to first fill the blank (s) using your own word(s), coming in 

your mind, which would satisfy the context of the sentence or group of sentences, and then, search (and 

choose) for the option which has a meaning CLOSER to the word(s) which you did use to fill the blank. 

A People Policy institute usually releases their annual assessments. So, the first blank would be filled by 

assessments, and tell us something. Among the given options, the word ‘stuff’ has a meaning closer to 

that of ‘something’. So, the second blank should be filled by ‘stuff’. It makes sense for the third blank to 

be filled by the word ‘caught’.  

Hence, the option (e) is the correct answer.  

 

S5. Ans.(d) 

Sol. The correct way to solve such questions is to first fill the blank (s) using your own word(s), coming in 

your mind, which would satisfy the context of the sentence or group of sentences, and then, search (and 

choose) for the option which has a meaning CLOSER to the word(s) which you did use to fill the blank. 

The tone of the sentences suggests that the theme is the way people are treated. So, ‘treats’ is the word 

which should fill the first blank.  

It makes sense if the second blank would be filled by ‘division’. Functioning of society requires division of 

work and functions… The hint for the third blank can be derived from the information given in the second 

sentence which is talking about people enjoying different status and rewards because of the division of 

work and functions. It would make sense if the third blank would be filled by the word ‘differences’.  

Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer. 

 

S6. Ans.(b) 

Sol. The passage is talking about the poor state of the priests and service personnel in temples across 

Tamil Nadu. Among the given options, the word ‘difficult’ is the most suitable word to fill the blank.  

Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  

‘The two decades — 1960s-80s —were the most difficult _(126)_ period for priests and service…’ 

 

S7. Ans.(e) 

Sol. The tone of the sentence suggests that the strengthening of the HR and CE department has severely 

impacted the archaka community.  

Among the given options, the word ‘dominance’ is the most suitable word to fill the blank satisfying the 

grammatical and contextual requirements. Hence, the option (e) is the correct answer. 

‘The changing political climate in the State and the gaining dominance _(127)_ of the HR and CE 

Department…’ 

 

S8. Ans.(d) 

Sol. inhabitants, in search of jobs, would leave their ancestral homes. Among the given options, the word 

‘ancestral’ is the most appropriate word which would fill the blank and satisfy the grammatical and 

contextual requirements. Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer. 

‘…the inhabitants began leaving their ancestral _(128)_ homes in search of jobs.’ 
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S9. Ans.(a) 

Sol. If income would come down, what type of land priests could sell? 

The most appropriate answer is the ‘hereditary’ lands.  

Hence, the option (a) is the correct answer.  

‘As income came down, the priests began selling their hereditary 

_(129)_ lands.’ 

 

S10. Ans.(c) 

Sol. Even though large challenges were present before the priests to 

continue what their forefathers had been doing but the next 

generation was not prepared to do the sacrifice. Among the given options, the word ‘sacrifice’ is the 

most appropriate word to fill the blank, satisfying the grammatical and contextual requirements of the 

blank. Hence, the option (c) is the correct answer.  

‘But the next generation was not prepared to do the sacrifice.’ 

 

S11. Ans.(b) 

Sol. ‘Put up the shutters’ is a phrase which means ‘(of a business) cease trading for the day or 

permanently’.  

Among the sentences, the sentences (I) & (III) correctly convey the correct meaning of the given phrase.  

Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  

 

S12. Ans.(a) 

Sol. ‘A live wire’ is a phrase which means ‘an energetic and unpredictable person’.  

Among the given statements, only statement (II) conveys the correct meaning which is Sheila is such an 

energetic and unpredictable person.  

Hence, the option (a) is the correct answer.  

 

S13. Ans.(c) 

Sol. ‘Pick to pieces’ is a phrase which means ‘criticise someone or something severely’.  

Condemn is a synonym of ‘criticise’.  

Among the given statements, the statements (II) and (III) correctly convey the meaning of the highlighted 

phrase.  

Hence, the option (c) is the correct answer.  

 

S14. Ans.(d) 

Sol. ‘Draw a blank’ is a phrase which means ‘elicit no successful response; fail’; 

Both I and III statements correctly convey the correct meaning of the phrase.  

Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer.  
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S15. Ans.(d) 

Sol. ‘Weal and woe’ is a phrase which means ‘good and bad times’.  

Among the given three statements, the statement (III) correctly conveys the meaning of the given 

highlighted phrase.  

Ambivalent [adjective] means ‘having mixed feelings or contradictory ideas about something or someone’; 

Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer.  

 

S16. Ans.(b) 

Sol. There is an error in the statement (II). Instead of ‘came’, ‘come’ would come because after ‘do, does, 

did’, first form of verb is used.  

The statements (I) and (III) are grammatically correct.  

Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  

 

S17. Ans.(d) 

Sol. There is an error in the statement (III). ‘to’ needs to be removed because if after any form of ‘do’ ‘but’ 

is used to mean ‘except’, then verb is used without ‘to’.  

The other statements (I) and (II) are grammatically correct.  

Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer.  

 

S18. Ans.(b) 

Sol. There is an error in the statements (I) & (II).  

In the statement (I), instead of ‘fell’, ‘felled’ would be used. Here, ‘fell’ is not the second-form of verb of 

‘fall’, but, here, ‘fell’ means ‘cut down (a tree)’. The context of the sentence demands a simple past form of 

‘fell’ which is ‘felled’. In the statement (II), instead of ‘obtain’, ‘obtaining’ would be used.  

The statement (III) is grammatically correct.  

Hence, the option (b) is the correct answer.  

 

S19. Ans.(e) 

Sol. All of the three sentences are grammatically correct.  

Hence, the option (e) is the correct answer.  

 

S20. Ans.(d) 

Sol. There is a grammatical error in the sentence (I).  

In the sentence (I), ‘were’ needs to be removed because the sentence 

is in ‘active voice’.  

The sentences (II) and (III) are grammatically correct.  

Hence, the option (d) is the correct answer. 
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