
1    www.teachersadda.co.in    |   www.sscadda.com    |    www.bankersadda.com     |    www.adda247.com 
 
 

 
 

Number 
 

There are two kinds of Number: 

(a) Singular, (b) Plural 

A noun that denotes one person or thing is said to be in the Singular Number. 

For example, 

Boy, girl, man, bird, tree, book, pen, baby, sweater etc. 

A noun that denotes more than one person or thing is said to be in the Plural Number. 

For example, 

Boys, girls, men, birds, trees, books, pens, babies, sweaters etc. 

 

How Plural is formed 

Generally, the Plurals of nouns are formed by adding‘s’ to the singular form. 

For example, 

Boys—boys 

Ship—ships 

Cassette—cassettes 

But, there are some rules of changing singular nouns into plural ones. 

 

Rule 1: If —s, —ss, —sh, —ch, —x and —z are the last letters of nouns, put —es to the end to make them 

plural. 

 Singular Plural 

 Class Classes 

 Brush Brushes 

 Mass Masses 

 

Rule 2: If there is —O in the end of a noun, put —es to the end of 

plural. 

 Singular Plural 

 Hero Heroes 

 Volcano Volcanoes 

 Mosquito Mosquitoes 
 

There are some exceptions where only —s is needed for a plural 

one in —o end nouns. 

 Singular Plural 

 Photo Photos 

 Dynamo Dynamos 
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Rule 3: If there are double vowels to the end of a noun, put only —s to the end of that noun for plural. 

 Singular Plural 

 Radio Radios 

 Studio Studios 

 Cuckoo Cuckoos 

 

Rule 4: If —y is the last letter of a noun and that —y is preceded by a consonant, then change —y into —

ies for the plural forms. 

 Singular Plural 

 Spy Spies 

 Baby Babies 

 

Rule 5: If there are double vowels to the end of a noun, put only —s to the end of that noun for plural. 

 Singular Plural 

 Lay Lays 

 Ray Rays 

 Key Keys 

 

Rule 5: If —f or —fe are the last letters of a noun, then change —f or —fe into —ves. 

 Singular Plural 

 Knife Knives 

 Wife Wives 

 Leaf Leaves 

 Calf Calves 
 

Yet, there are some exceptions to this rule, such as:  

 Singular Plural 

 Proof Proofs 

 Chief Chiefs 

 Grief Griefs 

 

Rule 6: It is found that a few nouns form their plural by changing 

the inside vowel of the singular form. 

 Singular Plural 

 Man Men 

 Tooth Teeth 

 Mouse Mice 

 

Rule 7: There are a few nouns that form their plural by adding —

en to the singular. 

 Singular Plural 

 Ox Oxen 

 Child Children 
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Rule 8: There are some nouns which have their singular and plural forms alike.  

 Singular Plural 

 Swine Swine 

 Deer Deer 

 Sheep Sheep 

 Pair Pair 

 

Rule 9: There are some nouns which are only used in the plural. 

(a) Names of instruments which have two parts forming a kind of pair. 

 For example,  

 Spectacles, scissors, tongs, pincers etc. 

(b) Names of certain articles of dress. 

 For example, 

 Trousers, breeches, drawers etc. 

(c) Names of diseases 

 For example, 

 Measles, mumps etc. 

(d) Names of games. 

 For example, 

 Draughts, billiards etc. 

(e) Certain other nouns. 

 For example, 

 Annals, thanks, proceeds (of a sale), tidings, environs, nuptials, obsequies, assets, chattels, odds, 

amends, seals, shambles, vegetables, troops, particulars, aborigins, alms, ashes, arrears, dregs, eaves, 

earnings, sweepings, etc. 

 

Rules 10: There are some plural forms of nouns which are actually singular. 

For example, 

Innings, mathematics, news, civics, politics, physics, ethics, economics, mechanics, summons etc. 

For example, 

Mathematics is an easy subject. 

(Mathematics is singular number) 

If plural looking subjects are particularized or possessed, they become as plural nouns. 

My Mathematics are strong. 

       ↓  

Possessed 

       ↓  

Plural number 
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