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History of Uttar Pradesh 
 
Uttar Pradesh, the most populous and the fourth largest state of India. It lies in the north-central part 
of the country. 
 

Among the largest cities of Uttar Pradesh are Kanpur, Lucknow, Agra, Varanasi, Meerut and 
Allahabad.  

• Lucknow, the state capital, is about (48 km) northeast of Kanpur.  

• Agra, in the western part of the state, is the site of the Taj Mahal, built by the Mughal emperor 
Shah Jahan (ruled 1628-58) in memory of his wife, it is the most famous tourist attraction in India. 

• Varanasi, the most scared to Hindus, is one of the world’s oldest continuously inhabited cities. 

• Allahabad, located at the confluence of the Ganges and Yamuna rivers, is another city sacred to 
Hindus. 

 

Silica, limestone and coal are found in considerable quantities in Uttar Pradesh. The national 
government has supported the development of coal fields in the Southeastern area around Mirzapur. A 
large amount of power is generated at Obra-Rihand complex in southeastern Uttar Pradesh, one of 
India’s biggest thermal station. 
 

The oldest universities in Uttar Pradesh are : 

• Aligarh Muslim University (1875), founded by Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan 

• Banaras Hindu University (1916) in Varanasi, founded by pandit Madan Mohan Malviya 

• University of Lucknow (1921) in Lucknow  

• Indian Institute of Technology(1959) at Kanpur . 
 

Since 1947 the emblem of the government of India has been based on four lion capital of a pillar 
(preserved in a museum at Sarnath, near Varanasi) left by the 3rd-century-BCE Mauryan emperor 
Ashoka. 
 

The Indian Mutiny, a widespread revolt against the East India company in 1857-58, was centered in the 
United Provinces, sparked by a mutiny of soldiers at Meerut on May 10, 1857. The revolt Spread within 
months to more than 25 cities. After the revolt, in 1858, administration transferred from the East India 
company to the British crown. 
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