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Teaching materials & Teaching Aids  
 

Teaching aids are tool and equipment used in teaching as a supplement in class room instruction to 

enhance the interest of students. Teaching materials are important catalysts of effective instructions. 

Besides the traditional teaching methods, there are wide varieties of teaching aids available to the 

teacher. They help students to improve reading and other skill. 

 

Importance of teaching aids  
 

Teaching is a social activity and it is not possible to teach students without taking part in this process. A 

teacher and a student both should involve in this activity to perform better. Teaching aids are very 

important instruments in teaching process which can involve both of them.  
 

1.  Teaching aids make lessons more enjoyable, clear and comprehensible for students. They can be used 

at all levels of learning process to enrich vocabulary and knowledge.  

2.  Teaching aids for second language motivates the students so that they can learn a language easily 

without having any difficulty.  

3.  Teaching aids are effective to increase student’s memory. What they learn with the help of these aids 

imprints in their mind. It also makes their learning permanent. 

4.  Teaching aids can facilitate the better understanding of the subject which discourages the act of 

confusion. It makes the subject and every aspect of lesson very clear and makes them successful in 

learning second language process.  

5.  Activities used during the teaching of language make their learning process like a game and students 

enjoy the learning process. The more use of supportive materials increase the learning activities and 

chances of success.  

6.  Use of teaching aid is absolutely effective because it make the 

whole process simple, productive and enrich the learning 

activities.  

7.  These aids also increase student’s interest and motivate them 

to learn a second language better.  

8.  These aids also provide a natural learning atmosphere and 

help them to actively involve in the learning, teaching and 

experiencing process. 

9.  Use of teaching aids in the class, can heighten students desire 

of learning. All the students participate in the learning process 

vividly. It enables the students to express their concepts 

effectively.  

10.  Teaching aids make the class room live and active and avoid 

dullness because of involvement of every student. It provides 

direct experience to the students. 
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TYPES OF TEACHING LEARNING MATERIALS 

 

Teaching learning materials are of various types and thus are classified and categorized in several ways. 

TLMs can broadly be classified into three categories.  

 

 
 

i) Audio TLMs -These TLMs primarily stimulate the hearing sense of learner. It includes – human voice, 

telephonic conversation, audio discs/tapes, gramophone records, Radio broadcast. 

ii) Visual TLMs -These types of TLMs involve the sense of vision. They stimulate the visual impulses. 

These can be of various types as given below:  

•  Visual (Verbal) Print. (the text is the main instructional or teaching learning aid)  

•  Textbook, Supplementary book.  

•  Reference books, encyclopedia, etc.  

•  Magazine, Newspaper  

•  Documents and Clippings  

•  Duplicated written material  

•  Programmed material or SLM 

•  Case Studies/Reports etc. 

•  Visual (Pictorial- Non Projected )–  

a)  Non-projected two dimensional – Here the TLM is in form of an image or picture explaining the 

concept. Examples of such type of TLMs are blackboard writing and drawing Charts, Posters, 

Maps, Diagrams, Graphs, Photographs, Cartoons, Comic strips.  

b)  Non-Projected three-dimensional – This category includes three dimensional representation of the 

real object or phenomenon. It helps learners in conceptualization. It includes – Models, Mock-up, 

Diorama, Globe, Relief Map, Specimen, Puppet, and Hologram.  

•  Visual (Projected but still) – Here the images are projected or displayed on a screen and thus are 

nearer reality than visual non-projected ones. It includes – Slide, Filmstrips, Over Head Projector 

(OHP), Microfilm, Micro card, etc. 
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iii) Audio Visual TLMs-Audio Visual TLMs are the projected aids, 

which use both auditory and visual senses to enhance learning. 

The greatest advantage of these is they are the closest 

representation of reality. These include – Motion Picture Film, 

Television, Video discs/cassettes, slide – tape presentations, 

Multimedia Computer. 

 

Some other teaching aids are  

• Mobile Technology: Mobile technology is everywhere. Mobile 

learning is relatively less expensive opportunity. It is convenient 

as it is accessible from anywhere. In the classroom it can replace 

traditional mode of teaching which create boredom. A mobile device provides information inside or 

outside the class so there is all time connection between friends and teacher. It gives new 

opportunities to both teacher and student.  

• Language games: It develops the basic skills i.e. listening, speaking, reading and writing. It also 

develops self confidence and communication skill of the students.  

• Language Lab: It is modern teaching method used as audio or audio visual aids. Variety of listening 

and speaking skills are exposed to the students. It is provided with computer, video, electronic 

testing, word games, quizzes, debates etc.  

• News Paper: It develops students reading skill. Selection of newspaper material is also very 

important because it strengthen creative writing, knowledge of structure and grammar. A teacher 

can make it interesting by giving different task to the students. 
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